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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


NEW STRATEGIC CONSIDERATIONS IN CONFLICT WITH ISRAEL REVIEWED 
Riyadh AL-RIYAD in Arabic 11 Jul 82 Supplement p 1 


/Article by Husayn al-Shar': "Issues and Views on the Strategic Balance between 
the Arabs and Israel"/ 


/Text/ "Strategic balance" is an expression that started to assume its dimensions 
in an era of tremendous concentration and scientific achievement which began to 
manifest itself in the form of an arms race and the production of different styles 
and models of weapons starting with the invention of gunpowder and TNT, then attain- 
ing mechanical and electronic progress. While the process of development in the 
production of these weapons has not been determined from above or one-sided so much 
as it has been involved in an accelerating, symphonic, developed economic process, 
the important economic powers have continued to be those that have done their work 
in these areas, including, of course, the production of weapons. Thus, most suc- 
cinctly, the issue, in essence, is productive society, then innovative society, 
and, before that, a society that is able to make choices in the maze of intertwined 
international circumstances. These choices are essentially founded on scientific 
bases that deal, in their analysis, with: 





Man, on grounds that he is the means and the end. When we say man, we mean his 
ability to direct himself and choose within a social context that knows exactly 
what it wants. Individual freedom of will has in the social context led to free- 
dom of will for everyone; thus, the issue of liberation of the will has been one 

of the most important ones from which societies possessing direction, individualism 
and innovativeness have set forth. 





Balance between needs and demands, proceeding from an innate or organized collec- 
tive sense that this balance will provide a complete opportunity for the process 
of growth in proper directions. 


Cooperation between regime and public, proceeding from basic rules which have a 
dialectical relationship between the general system and the public, on grounds that 
the system has arisen for the public interest and consequently for the sake of the 
public, and that the public is the storehouse which backs up the regime, gives it 
stability and permanence, and guarantees it that. Therefore, inspiring a spirit 
of cooperation through this relationship has been an inevitable historic fact, 
whether the regime is represented by a ruling party or a group of parties, whether 











the public is organized within a number of parties or whether a ruling party has 
harrassed it and the other parties remain subject to its guidance. Therefore we 
consider that political life is nearly stable when the group, or at least a major- 
ity, feel that they are an integral part of the general system and consequently let 
everyone who has a field of competence engage in his field. 


Trust, as a consequence of the foregoing. Trust gives an additional dimension to 
the levels of orientation, takeoff and innovation, although the process of winning 
trust is not a process of propaganda or ingratiation so much as one that occurs 
through rangible reality. Through achievements which reaffirm the existence of 
trust, basic facts proceed, from: 


Unity and soundness of direction. 
Unity and balance of premises. 
Unity of achievement in the form of facts which announce themselves. 


Perhaps here I can get into the experiences of a group of countries and societies 
that have managed, by this means and others, to achieve, and achieve in less than 
a century's time, a tremendous body of cultural accomplishments that man hdd not 
been able in his long life to attain, the moment when: 


He was able to become informed of world crises in a few seconds. He could get to 
the moon and have people walk on it. 


Have power reach the dimension where the wor'd co:'? =: destroyed in a few minutes. 


Feel that the whole world had become a small viliage with whose limits, features 
and problems he could be acquainted thanks to telecommunications, thanks to elec- 
tronic equipment, and thanks to many things we no longer give much thought to. 


These facts arise basically from man--free man who is able to play his part, who 
is content io enjoy guidance in accordance with his feelings and sensations, and 
who has shaken from himself the dust of the lengthy accumulated legacy of dominancr 
subjugation, deprecation and disdain for his dignity. It is man who has imparted 
all these facts, man alone who is able to transcend the limits of ideas and concep- 
tions through an amazing take-off which started from freedom, deveiopment, sound 
orientation and liberation from the application of intellectual terrorism and the 
like. This type of man has existed, and remains. Even though he can create what 
was once inconceivable and turn it into facts, it is this man who constitutes a 
threat to himself and others, proceeding from his selfishness, proceeding from his 
desire for dominance, proceeding from his conception of the power that has been 
placed at his disposal, and proceeding from the competition which has started to 
impart a rift and fragmentation and consequently differ-nt types of orientations, 
different types of innovations, and different types of introversion to internation- 
al life. 


This has all occurred in the dialectical relations between development and the <;_ - 
lations between the forces of production and the relations of production. ! 

















Relations within these societies cannot emerge from a vacuum. Rather, development 
has imposed itself in an accelerating manner: we have seen how Europe, in spite of 
ics colonial relationships, managed to achieve the objective and subjective aspects 
of the issue of development together, how the immigrants who went to the United 
States managed to inspire development in agriculture, industry and commerce, and 
how these two continents benefited from their unequal relations with: 


The colonies. 
The less developed countries. 
Wars which have been destructive and created a need for construction. 


In the framework of the communist east, these people felt that small groupings 
could not advance the industrialization process, and consequently a sort of rapid 
development in the economic sectors could occur only through integrated activities 
by combining the areas which the Czarist governments took over, which extended over 
a very broad area from northern Asia to Eastern Europe, through the national liber- 
ation process which managed to result in the incorporation of this extensive, mas- 
sive country with resources in agriculture, hydrocarbons, and such mineral resources 
as coal and iron, in addition to a tremendous workforce at various levels. Thus 
these countries managed to achieve further tremendous economic and social develop- 
ment, proceeding from what we have mentioned above. This economic development pro- 
cess was a sound basis for creating corresponding, harmonious development in social 
relations, in scientific development, in democratic development, and in the fields 
of arts, letters and other aesthetic areas. More accurately, these progressive 
countries set forth from economic premises which later engendered all this existing 
cultural legacy in all its detail in coordinated simultaneity and interlinkage. 


When colonialist aspirations started to knock on the doors of the colonies, the 
motive for the initiatives were economic. Their goal was to dominate primary 
materials, communications routes and markets. It is here that the firm relationship 
which is said to have been organic, arose between the colonized countries and the 
colonial ones. The broad outlines of all these details have prevailed, even after 
the former managed to achieve political independence: they experienced vacilla- 
tions, even stumbled, when they tried to realize their economic independence, in 
view of the firm relationship between the productive market and the consumer mark- 
et, between the producers of primary materials and the people consuming and process- 
ing these primary materials, between the people creating and exporting culture and 
the groups that needed books and newspapers as they needed loaves of bread. This 
comprehensive relationship brought about some positive results and some negative 
ones, This comprehensive nature of the relationship created, as part of the un- 
equal relations, a general feeling among developing countries of harm and oppres- 
siveness, and, more than that, the comparison that some students from developing 
countries who had studied in European and American universities began to make con- 
cerning the clear, blatant contradiction between: 





Standards of living. 
Cultural levels. 
Scientific levels. 
Aesthetic levels. 














In face of the insistence on refusing to make concessions on the part of the ad- 
vanced and developing countries both--concessions which would entail specifically 
a renewal of metaphysical views or let us say topical views on the part of some 
people--Western civilization obtained some characteristics which were déstructive 
to the developing countries. The people who called for this succumbed to a major 
illusion, which was that concessions could not be made at the level of individuals, 
so there could they be made at the level of peoples or nations? As for concessions 
on the part of the developing countries, these are concessions which would entail 
the analysis of deep-rooted ideas, techniques of viewing and imagining, and attempts 
at imitation, because these countries, while they were the victims of cultural pro- 
gress, were actually the arena from which it arose--and how could it be otherwise, 
since these peoples provided these civilizations with all the wherewithal for pro- 
gress? What they lacked, specifically, to summarize all the foregoing, was what 
Argentina lacked in order to overcome Britain, or more correctly its fleet, which 
is the same thing that the 160 million Arabs are lacking in order to overcome, if 
only once, Israel and those supporting it! 


Therefore the development process cannot be called for in isolation. I can be de- 
veloped in terms of clothes, conduct, ways of eating or proficiency in all sorts of 
leisure activities, principles of etiquette and different types of games, but in- 
side I could be backward to the bone. Here I can recall what a professor of polit- 
ical science said one day while discussing development as we were sitting with him. 
He stated, as he locked at the male and female students in the garden of the faculty 
of economics and political science, “They (meaning students who were wearing the 
most elegant suits and ties and were well dressed, as if they had come to a cock- 
tail party,) if you look at their underwear you will find that it is very dirty, 
contrary to what they are clothing themselves in,"’ A’ cnat time we laughed raucous- 
ly, and told him, "You are being unjust, venerable ,rofessor."’ However, that pro- 
fessor summarized the truth about the people of tue third world, and there is an 
exception to every rule. 


In the balance between East and West which arose after the fifties, the eastern 
countries (the Soviets, and the people's democracies along with them) urgently 
strove to catch up to the West, especially since the consequences of the destruc- 
tion of Western Europe had given the people in the East an opportunity to begin 
once again, Economic plans for heavy industrialization and specialization were 
then advanced, Those who had agricultural resources directed themselves toward 
agricult: re, those who had mines directed themselves coward mining and industries, 
those whuv had intensive labor directed themselves toward labor intensive low- 
capital industries, and so forth. 





In the context of Western Europe, the Marshall Plan for the redevelopment of Europe 
was instituted and civilization experienced a resurgence, Giant companies aros 
development appeared everywhere, and the Europeans felt that if they did not ace 
to some form of federation or common market they would prosper only through aid and 
constant injections from America and elsewhere, and that is how it turned out. The 
Europeans aspired to coordinate their productive policies, their marketing policies, 
and their international policies as well. They saw eye to eye with Europe, that is, 
with themselves, on politics, on economics, and on the alliance of forces within 

the North Atlantic Treaty. Who knows, perhaps after Britain's victory over Argentina 
they will try to create a new branch for the treaty, to be called the South Atlantic 
Treaty. 











The world has developed around us. The United States is the main economic power 
in the world in terms of agricultural production, industrial production and inter- 
national trade and finally in determining the destiny of the world, as an advanced 
nuclear military power. 


The Soviet Union, a country which was heavily oppressed under the rule of the Czars 
and was almost a poor country, has now become the main military power in the world 
and the party possessing the greatest share of the international arms trade, and it 
competes with the United States in ordinary weapons, missiles, submarines and in 
the fields of the conquest of space. 


Western Europe is a great economic and military power in the fields of agricultural 
or industrial production and the production of arms. France is the third military 
power in the world, as is Britain, and West Germany is a great economic power. The 
same is true of most European countries, small and large. Imagine that some Euro- 
pean countries relied totally on agriculture and agricultura™ industries and became 
massive agricultural and industrial countries. Rates of national income and indices 
of annual per capita income give us incontrovertible indices of the development of 
these countries and communities. 


Japan, a country which is a group of islands in the sea, has no mineral resources 
in terms of hydrocarbons or mineral raw materials, but has relied on people who can 
produce everything and are able to do so. Thus Japan has managed today to be one 
of the economic, productive and marketing realities of the whole world, competing 
with the United States, and Europe along with it, so that they complain of it at 
every meeting or conference because of severe competition from its goods in Euro- 
pean and American markets and markets all over the world. 


Once upon a time Japan was a military country; before the conclusion of World War 
Two, it was one of the most important military powers in the world. It was 
Germany's ally in World War One and World War Two, and, if it is given an oppor- 
tunity to take off in military areas, the world will see that Japan, just through 
the electron, will be able to destroy the balance of power in the world. 


Although the strategic balance in the world has been intensified by the onslaught 
of the production of destructive weapons, in terms of missiles and nuclear, hydro- 
gen and neutron bombs, the production of these weapons has not arisen from a vacuum: 
it is a living expression of great scientific economic development. 


If we move from the overall scene to the particular, we will find two strange anoma- 
lies in the world: South Africa and Israel. 


These two countries were a natural outgrowth of historic stages. The world experi- 
enced a stage of the genesis of countries and assaults on the roots of countries 
from their foundations. These two are the product of the historic monopoly that 
extended from the time of the collapse of the Ottoman Empire to the retrenchment 

of Portugal and Spain as two well known colonial countries in the sequence of events 
in consecutive history, They were a natural response to the general weakness that 
the continent of Asia and the continent of Africa suffered from, being old world 
continents and the stage which had witnessed the start of an orientation toward 











Europe, the establishment of speculative companies and movements, the policies of 
historic plunder and foreign coalitions and the struggle to split up the world. 


These two countries have a common format, or common denominators: 


1. The ruling, influential dominant segment of the population came from various 
continents in an organized manner but the European characteristics dominated it. 


2. These two countries are a distinctive form of settler mlonialism, whose exist- 
ence was established at the expense of the original inhabitants of the country, 
who had come to live in it much earlier. 


3. Each of these two countries has been given resources--Israel, enough to be the 
equal of all the Arabs in Asia and Africa, and South Africa, enough to be the equal 
of Africa from south of the Mediterranean to the ocean. 


4. Their methods of dealing with neighbors and people who oppose their policies 
is to strike out and pursue acts of deterrence in an organized, continuous and un- 
remitting manner. 


5. They are countries which are marked by racism, which is their official policy; 
nonetheless, they are still pursuing their policies. Why is this? 


The reason the Africans, especially those from what are called the confrontation 
countries, and people from the west, especially the confrontation countries as well, 
are familiar with, is the same reason that gives Isracl the ability to be the main 
military country in the region: it is a military so v.:ty and at the same time is 
governed by civilians and parties that are in coalition or opposition over domestic 
policies but agree that Israeli must triumph militarily over all these numerous 
Arabs. In this it benefits from a combination of things, some domestic and some 
foreign, for example: 


A. Domestic organization, which considers that Israel is an agricultural country, 
or that through the maximum use of water and land resources it must meet the require- 
ments of the public and realize a surplus for export. The European, American and 
African markets can testify to that. 


B. The stability which this country enjoys. Even though the Herut Party and the 
Likud Coalition were in opposition for more than 30 years, their military members 
did not think of making a coup or insurrection. The same thing applies to all 
Israel's military figures, such as Dayan, Rabin, Gur and so forth, 


C. It depends, in actuality, on the contradictions in the Arab nation, and uses 
all its resources to set off all Arab rifts simultaneously, launching a blitzkrieg 
against them at each stage, leaving them exchanging acc: ations on who was respon- 
sible for 1948, 1956, 1967, 1981, 1982 and so forth. 


D. In a short time it has managed to become a country s*ealing Arab land, steal- 
ing the attention of world public opinion and stealing the highest grade designs 














of various types of weapons. In this manner it has been transformed into a manu- 
facturing country engaged in the manufacture of certain electronic and military 
materials, and it is looking for markets in which to dispose of these manufactures, 


R. It has wisely and shrewdly relied on giant international powers, from Britain 
to France to the United States, and it has dealt with these powers by influencing 
them without letting these countries exert great influence upon it. 


F, Its decisions are taken collectively, and it gives attention to its own public 
opinion and that of the opposition. It acts in time of war as it does in peace- 
time. This all gives the world the impression that it alone is a vigorous country 
with a domestic consensus and that the others are repressive, fascist and opposed 
to their peoples. In this manner, it gains the world's respect. 


G. It wins blitzkriegs, imposes its own conditions and faces the whole world with 
new facts and a policy of faits accomplis. No one in the world respects the weak, 
the submissive, the depressed or the sterile. 


H. It has succeeded in most of its steps. It had its greatest success when after 
more than 32 years it managed to sign a peace treaty with the largest Arab country 
and eliminate it from confrontation. 


I. It does not respect international resolutions and does not give attention to 
the fumult going on around it; nonetheless, America and many countries stand along- 
side it. 


South Africa, as well, is like Israel. Matters have got to the point where it has 
been expelled from membership in the United Nations and has been deprived of trade, 
and countries have been forbidden to supply it with oil. Nonetheless, it still is 

a power which trades with many countries and receives oil in unadulterated form from 
various countries. It moves about at will and wreaks destruction on those African 
neighbors who challenge it. Kenneth Kaunda, the leader of Zambia, a confrontation 
country, recently visited it and Mugabe, the leader of Zimbabwe, opened an era of 
relations with it. Who Knows? The African continent might overtly open its arms 

to the nation of South Africa, although these relations have remained secret up 

to now. 


The question concerns the seriousness of the confrontation and the creation of a 
strategic balance between the Africans and South Africa and between the Arabs and 
Israel. Seriousness, my friends, is not a state of agitation or an act of impetu- 
osity--rather, it has roots and principles. It requires a comprehensive review of 
one's thought, practice, infrastructure and relations in various areas of life. 

At the outset, we must reach the conclusion others besides us reached more than 
100 years ago, which is democracy. In the context of democracy, seriousness and 
renewal flourish. In the context of democracy, truth triumphs over falsehood. 
Through its guidance, independence of directionless public opinion is achieved; in 
the light of it man is liberated--free man, the basis of the free society. It is 
the free society alone that is able to determine its goals and defend them. It is 
able to transcend the barriers of weakness, oppression and contentiousness. It is 
able seriously and perseverantly to stand up to all parties which have been 











unfairly hostile on our national soil and have oppressed powerful, bold, capable, 
self-sacrificing, patient and devout Arab man. 


Indeed, we yearn for freedom. No one who is not free can develop, fight or triumph. 
That is the same thing that the people of Argentina have suffered from and all the 
downtrodden peoples of the earth have suffered from. The question one might ask is, 
what have we been able to do so far, as millions of people who have every form of 
power, every resource and every weapon, at a time when the people of Lebanon and 
Palestine are being slaughtered and an Arab capital is being surrounded--indeed, 
various Arab cities are being surrounded? The answer is nothing. 





Thus the process of strategic balance with the enemy, as an approach toward war and 
peace, starts here, from inside the Arab world, from a new formulation of the re- 
lationship between the people and the rulers. The rest will come. 


I do not consider that accumulating imported arms will make it possible to realize 
an Arab identity, because it takes people to manufacture arms, people to modify 
them and people to do their part in ways of using them. For more than half a cen- 
tury we have continued to be a field for experimentation at the expense of our lives, 
our livelihood and our future. The time has come for us to wake up after a long 
sleep in which we have been the victims and the fighters, and after which balance 
with Israel remains a joke. How can there be a balance between 160 million and 3 
million? How can th2re be a balance between all the great Arab resources in the 
form of agriculture, industry, mines and intelligence, and nothing? Let us abandon 
the American or imperialist hanger, on which there is no longer any room to hang 
our frustrations and failures. The failure lies within us, and the issue is in our 
hands, and will remain so, even if Israel, and America along with it, occupies 
Lebanon, Syria, Jordan and Egypt, because we are the roots and the guardians of 
this land. 


11887 
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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


ARAB WORLD GRAIN MARKET REVIEWED 
Jiddah AL-MADINAH in Arabic 29 Jun 82 p 11 
/Article: "Wheat Farming and the Need To Develop It in the Arab World"/ 


[Text/ The world's food problems have today become a nightmare that keeps many 
of the world's peoples awake and a concern that preoccupies many authorities 
and organizations on the official and personal levels. Since wheat represents 
the basic element on the tables of most people living in built—up areas, we are 
hereby presenting thorough study on wheat farming in the world, with particular 
emphasis on the Arab world, by Dr ‘Abdallah al-Sa'igh, as carried in the maga- 
zine AL-IQTISAD, in the hope that that will be of benefit to the readers of 
AL—-MADINAH's economic page. 


Wheat heads the list of food crops in the world both in terms of production and 
area cultivated. It is a widespread plant which can live in most types of 
regions; in view of its resistance and the case with which it acclimatizes 
itself, it is in man's power to grow it from near the Arctic Circle to the areas 
in the southern hemisphere, that is in tropical and cold areas alike. Thus 
wheat's compatibility with various climatic factors is apparent, because of the 
existence of numerous strains of this plant. 


Wheat in the Arab World 


Agriculture is considered a major occupation in the Middle East, since the 
majority of the inhabitants ranging from 45 to 50 percent, are engaged in it. 
Wheat consitutes an indigenous crop in the Arab area, and its history goes back 
deep into antiquity, since the regions of the Mediterranean are considered its 
first place of origin -- that is, it was transmitted from there to the other 
areas of the world. Wheat is actually farmed in various areas of the Middle 
fast; its production is seasonal and dependent on rain. 


In northern Syria, wheat occupies about half the area that can be prepared for 
grain cultivation and its annual output comes to 850,000 to 900,000 tons. In 
Iraq the area suitable for farming comes to about 8 million hectares but the 
area used is no greater than 5 million hectares, producing about 1 million tons 
a year. 


The role of farming in the Arabian Peninsula can grow and develop in spite of 
natural difficulties. In recent years, wheat farming has started to become a 
brisk activity in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, in the Wadi al-Sirhan, Najd, 
al~Ahsa' and al-'Asir areas. 























Agriculture is considered the basic foundation in Jordan; there, it can accom- 
modate no less than 50 or 60 /percent/ of the workforce, but the area under 
cultivation is no more than 10 or 15 percent of the overall area. The cultivated 
area produces wheat as an annual crop totalling 150,000 to 200,000 tons a year. 


As regards Lebanon, the area farmed with wheat is estimated at about 60,000 to 
65,000 hectares, although this could be expanded in the ‘Akar, al-Biqa' and 
southern plains to provide wheat in quantities that would cover local consumption, 
which is estimated at about 360,000 tons per year. 


As far as Egypt goes, wheat cultivation is suited to various areas, especially 
the Delta and Upper Egypt. Annual output comes to about 3 million tons which 
is not enough for local consumption. 


In Algeria, grain cultivation takes up 75 percent of the farmland but production 
is still scanty, as is the case in Tunisia. In Libya the farmland is considered 
large enough to be suitable for the production of grain and other seasonal 
cropse In Morocco, arable land comes to no less than 30 or 35 percent of the 
overall area, while wheat production totals 3 million tons a year. 


From the foregoing, it is apparent that wheat farming is deeply ingrained in 

the Arab countries and that most regions are suited to the crop in terms of soil 
and climate. Ther: is great scope for expanding the area farmed with wheat and 
increasing the quantity and quality of its output so that the wheat can be 
sufficient for local consumption or at least meet the bulk of the inhabitants' 
needs. 


It has also become apparent that the [krab/ wneat crop is still minor when 
compared with those in other countries. In cther words, the per-donum output in 
the Arab countries varies from 75 to 125 kilograms at the present time while dou- 
ble this amount is produced, and more, in the advanced countries. This proves 
that there has been negligence in the application of modern technical farming 
vrinciples. Attention is not given to selecting and improving seeds, sowing them 
over suitable areas, and showing concern to serving and looking after them after 
they come to the surface. There has also been neglect in the processes of 
applying fertilizer, tending to plant development, combatting insects and 
funguses, following crop cycle principles, and other matters affecting quality 
and the volume of output. 


The Arab countries have broad fertile plains that are suited to the cultivation 
of grains, but most of them need to be reclaimed and exploited by modern methods. 
Therefore a need has arisen to drain off surplus water, carry out irrigation 
projects in dry areas and apply advanced technical methods, modern equipment, 
prolific seeds and other things that the technology of the age affords. 


The selection of different strains that are in keeping with the nature of the 
soil and the climate will increase wheat output. There are strains that merit 
study by profound scientific methods so that their agriciltural characteristics 
and food value may be determined. Among these are the al-Bayyad, al-Biqa'i, 
al-Hawrani, al=-Birudi, al-Nawrasi, al-Dawshani, al-Salmuni, al-—Mahmudi, al-Asyuti, 
al-Nashwi and other soft and hard strains. 
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It is also good to experiment with different types of foreign wheat to ascertain 
their botanical characteristics and economic worth, to determine the areas that 
are fit for their cultivation, after studying their natural characteristics 

and the conditions for their growth and increased production, and to strive to 
acclimatize them and guarantee them the necessary technical services and possi= 
bilities for hybridization with common types in order to create new strains 
that have their own distinctive features. Among these foreign types are 
(Richelle, Odessa, (Riyati), Bordeaux, (Tuzil) and so forth. It is possible to 
select various easily-cultivated strains after they have been selected in the 
course of a number of successive seasons. 


In summary, it is necessary to cultivate the seeds locally, use good and high- 
class strains of them and devote attention to plowing, planting, and crop 
protection by diverse pesticides, especially those against the (hurqus) insect. 
It is also necessary to plant different types of wheat which ripen early, such 
as the Florence Aurore variety, which grows well in deep, fertile high-grade 
soil, to spare them from rust disease. Experiments have proved that the best 
method for comparing /sic/ rust diseases is to use different types of early- 
maturing grains. 


It is necessary to improve wheat farming in Arab countries and increase wheat 
output by enlarging wheat acreage by reclaiming land which is suited for it, 
using prolific seeds of exceptional strains, applying technical rules of plow- 
ing, farming, irrigation, and the application of organic and chemical fertili- 
zers, conducting the harvesting process with special equipment, following the 
crop cycle in accordance with principles, and following other types of essential 
activities, in addition to establishing water projects and making use of ground~ 
water by erecting dams, excavating channels, spreading about irrigation systems 
and using modern mechanization, as well as training farmers in the best techni- 
cal methods which will lead to the development of wheat farming in the Arab 
countries and increased wheat yield, so that it can cover the inhabitants' 

need for bread, which is rising with each year because of the population den- 
sity, whose [increase is estimated at about 2.4 percent a year on the average. 


Natural Conditions for Wheat Farming 


Wheat, in general, requires a moderate, warm area, fertile soil and an adequate 
amount of water. It needs a temperature that ranges from 5 to 37 degrees 
centigrade. During the planting period, it can endure low temperature, and in 
the growing and harvesting period it needs sun and warm air. Excessive humidity 
influences its planting and harms its growth. 


Wheat cultivation is good in deep sandy clay soil that drains well and is rich 
in lime, such as black and yellow soils, while rocky, stony soil which is very 
unconsolidated impedes wheat cultivation and reduces its output. 


The volume of water that wheat requires varies according to regions, since 


temperatures differ and soil is diverse; flat surfaces are considered the most 
suitable for irrigation and the use of machinery. 
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bitferent Strains of Wheat 


There are numerous strains of wheat, including two categories that are distinct 
in terms of the climatic conditions affecting them: 


le Hard or durum wheat: 


This can tolerate aridity and is suitable for continental climates. Its protein 
percentage is high and it is used in the production of pastas. It represents 
the most important type of wheat farmed in the world, in view of its high share 
of world trade. Its cultivation is widespread in the countries of the Mediter- 
ranean basin and various arid areas of Central Asia, America and so forth. 


2. Soft or tender wheat: 


This can tolerate humidity and is suited for the production of bread. Its culti- 
vation is widespread in the countries of Western Europe, North Africa, and the 
terperate humid zones. There are also two types of wheat that are differen- 
tiated by tem>verature differences. These are: 


1. Winter wheat: 


This is suited for areas with moderate winters. It is planted in the 

fall or early winter, reists cold and ripens in the spring, as is the case in 
the Mediterranean countries. kLstimates indicate that 75 percent of the wheat 
in the world is of the winter variety; its cultivation is particularly wide 
spread in Argentina. 


2e Spring wheat: 


This is suited to regions with cold winters. It is planted in the spring and 
harvested in the summer. The most important countries producing this are 
Canada and the northern United States. 


Reviewing world production and geographical distribution, we find that the 

annual rate of world production comes to 425 to 450 million tons. The Soviet 
Union occupies first place with a rate of 97 million tons, the United States 
comes in second with an output of 58 million tons, then there are the People's 
Republic of China with 43 million tons, and India with 28 million tons, followeed 
by other countries like Canada, Australia, Afgentina France and Turkey. 


The International Wheat Trade 


Wheat enters into international trade because of the amounts that are exported, 
which account for 15 to 18 percent of world production. Wheat marketing needs 
international commercial facilities, such as ports and  2quisite grain ware- 
houses. 


International trade in wheat varies sometimes as output varies. Regions in 
some countries are afflicted with droughts, for instance, and shift from ex- 
porters to importers. There are countries that import and export both; this 
can be attributed to differences in wheat strains, as some countries export 
durum wheat and import soft wheat. The most important exporting countries 
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are the United States, Canada, Australia and Argentina. Among the importing 
countries are Soviet Union, Japan, India, Britain and the Arab countries. With 
respect to the Soviet Union, although it occupies first place in production it 
imports wheat in particular for numerous reasons, among them the drop in agri- 
cultural labor, and rise in population and the lack of expansion in the exploit- 
able area suited for wheat cultivation. 


The Suropean countries are the ones which import the most wheat; this can be 
explained by a lack of acreage and types of soil suitable for wheat growing, 
neglect of this crop because of abundant pastures and attention to livestock, 
with the motive of more expensive profit, and increased local consumption be- 
cause of population increases in the industrial towns. The amount of wheat 
Europe imports ranges from 15 to 17 million tons a year. 


In the countries of the Middle East, wheat production is scanty relative to the 
area of land farmed. This means that there are substantial natural possibili- 
ties for increasing production by increasing land area and raising production 
rates by modern technical methods. 


The Arab countries must give priority to wheat cultivation in general develop- 
ment plans so that it will be able to cover local consumption, by adopting the 
following major measures: 


1. Defining the areas that are suited to wheat cultivation in accordance 
with soil types and regions and making efforts to work them in accordance with 
modern technical principles. 


2. Reclaiming land suited for wheat cultivation after studying its natural 
characteristics. 


3. Carrying out water projects, spreading about irrigation systems, and ex- 
cavating the channels needed to guarantee the irrigation of the land farmed. 


4. Selecting different types of wheat which are distinguished for their food 
and economic value by breeding and hybridization after conducting the necessary 
tests. 


5. Providing tractors, reapers and all forms of modern equipment and training 
farmers to use and repair that when necessary. 


6. incouraging farmers by giving them prolific seeds, organic and chemical 
fertilizers and the material necessary for fighting insects and pests and 
eliminating noxious plants and supplying them with complete technical inforn- 
ation and guidance. 


7. Considering the cultivation of wheat and bread grains to be an important 
scientific area of specialization in which agricultural faculties in the Arab 
countries must be concerned to offer instruction and which must be introduced 
into the staffs of Arab agriculture ministries through special technical agency 
with its own powers and responsibilities. 
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Ge Allocating sufficient credits in general budgets for wheat farming projects, 
in accordance with carefully studied designs in which scientific means for 
carrying out these projects and the time periods for carrying out all their 
stages are set out. 


9. Overseeing mills, ovens and all institutions which are concerned with manu- 
facturing loaves and byproducts of loaves from dough and applying technical rules 
and health statutes, for the sake of preparation, arrangements and marketing 

and for the sake of cleanliness, proficiency and quality. 


10. Conducting a comprehensive census of the Arab countries' wheat requirements 
and anticipated increases in local consumption as a result of population increases. 


Finally, wheat growing is extremely necessary and is made mandatory on the nutri- 
tional and economic levels. Therefore the Arab countries must devote maximum 
importance to it and allocate to it the necessary technical and material aid in 
order to develop and improve it so that the level of production will rise and it 
will provide bread for all the population in all areas of the Arab region. 


11887 
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BAHRA IN 


IMAM CALLS FOR ARAB UNITY, ASSAILS '"FRIEND' 
GFO61250 Manama Domestic Service in Arabic 0830 GMT 6 Aug 82 


.Sermon by Imam Ibrahim Mattar during Friday prayers in al-Qudaybiyah mosque 
in Manama on 6 August--live] 


[Excerpts] Our strength and dignity lies in the defense of our religion and 
land. Today, we Muslims are facing annihilation. Our blood is irrigating 
the land while we stand like high mountains believing in God and asking for 
happiness or charity. We are standing with our heads held high, with 
strength and dignity while we are witnessing the convoys of martyrs. What 
have we presented to our brothers except blood and religion? Why have all 
of these denunciations and protests not brought about peace? Why are we 
disunited? Why don't we know what we want? Each and every one of us is 
calling for unity. As long as each and every one of us has been calling 
for unity, what then has kept us from uniting in the face of our enemy. 

Has the situation in the Arab nation reached a state of indifference to 
what is going on around us? 


Why don't we set aside the disputes and unclear stances during this dangerous 
phase which our Arab homeland is going through? Islam does not recognize 
separation or disputes. Neither does it approve of the breach of the trust 
that has come about in the Arab and Muslim nation. Bargaining, slogans and 
suspicion will never stop the bloodshed. The enemy does not take us 
seriously as long as we just continue to express doubts, denunciations and 
issue futile communiques. We, the Arabs and Muslims, possess every means 

to repel aggression and repel whoever wishes evil for the Arab and Muslim 
nation. The enemy of Islam and Arabs these days is using every means to 

kill us, banish us and usurp our land. 


A helpless nation is dying under the ruins. With whose arms? With the arms 
of those who claim to be the friends of the Arab and Islamic nation and who 


claims to defend it. We are still demanding friendship while its war equip- 
ment is annihilating us night and day. 


CSO: 4400/422 
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BAHRA IN 


SCHISM IN NONALIGNED MOVEMENT EXPLORED 
GF110427 Manama SADA AL-USBU' in Arabic 10 Aug 82 pl 
[Editorial: "At the Crossroads"] 


[Text] Reports circulating in official and press circles of the nonaligned 
movement say the nonaligned foreign ministers intend to meet in Havana to 
propose that India host the movement's summit instead of Baghdad, where the 
summit is supposed to be held on 6 September. 


For more than 1 year the movement's states have been divided into supporters 
and opposers of tl:e convention of the summit in Baghdad. For the past year 
envoys and delegations have traveled between Baghdad and Tehran and movement 
countries. It seems that the powers that oppose the summit being held in 
Baghdad are trying to influence the group under the pretext that the security 
situation does not allow the assembly of such a number of world countries 

in a capital of a country that is at war with one of its neighbors. 


Despite the political and moral gains that Iraq will earn if the summit is 
held there, and despite the fact that Iraq possesses all means to secure 
comfort and security for all the participants--big or small--Baghdad settled 
the issue when its foreign minister announced that it will not insist the 
summit is held in its capital. All this is happening despite the fact that 
less than 1 month is left before the summit. 





Changing the venue of the summit--if it happens--is not considered a defeat 
or loss for Iraq. It will be a defeat and loss for the movement itself 
because its decisions have begun to be affected by the policies and interests 
of some countries at the expense of the majority of movement. We fear that 
the fate of the nonaligned movement may be similar to that of the OAU, which 
is on the brink of division and collapse due to disputes and contradictions 
that hinder agreement among its members, 


It remains to say that the nonaligned movement is now at a crossroads. Its 


decision as to where it will convene its upcoming summit will determine 
its fate. 


CSO: 4400/422 
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BAHRAIN 


BRIEFS 


ARAB ASSETS WITHDRAWAL--Arab differences brought about the Lebanon predicament 
and have left it an easy prey to the Israeli army and have led to the 
emasculation of Palestinian resistance. Now with the destruction of Beirut 
can the Arabs safeguard the safety of the Palestinian resistance's exit from 
Beirut before the Israeli war machine annihilates it? Can they make a. 
decision to withdraw Arab assets which amount to $11 billion in U.S. banks 
and $21 billion in branches of U.S. banks abroad, as well as assets in 

other Western banks, cut off oil supplies and withdraw Arab ambassadors 

from Washington because of its hostile stand toward our cause and for 
foiling any resolution taken against Israel by using the veto? Thus we 

can say to the Palest‘nians and Lebanese who have sacrificed their lives 

for the sake of Arab dignity that we have helped you, and make them feel 
that we have done sometiiing for them, instead of watching them fall like 
autumn leaves and to be harvested by the Israeli war machine. [Eddtorial] 
[Excerpt] [GF091958 Manama AL-MAWAQIF in Arabic 9 Aug 82 p 3] 


CSO: 4400/422 


17 








EGYPT 


NEW GOVERNMENT PLAN TO SUBSIDIZE HOUSING REPAIR REVIEWED 
Cairo AL—AKHBAR in Arabic 11 Jul 82 p4 


fArticle by Muhammad Hasan al-Banna: "The Government's Commitment To Arrange 
Loans To Cover All Costs of Maintenance Work"/ 


[Text/ The government has taken an interest in the repair and maintenance 
problems that residential structures are suffering from. The committee the 
minister of housing formed has studied the existing system concerning existing 
buildings and the provisions on repairs which are to be found in the laws in 
effect, in particular the contents of Law 49 for 1977, Law 137 for 1981 and 
the measures which must be taken to carry out the provisions of the laws. 


From the study, it appears that there now are eight rules regulating mainten- 
ance and repair work and that there are five difficulties obstructing the 
execution of the laws. The committee set forth nine recommendations to remedy 
these problems. 


The committee demanded that all repsir and maintenance cases that are to be 
carried out in the towns and villages throughout the republic be tabulated. It 
stressed the government's commitment to arrange the necessary loans to cover all 
costs of maintenance work after the tabulation is made. The loans should be 
given to the people occupying or owning the buildings at 3 percent interest if 
the loan is to be spent on general maintenance work and 7 percent for periodic 
maintenance work. 


The committee requested that 100 million pounds be allocated within the housing 
loans in the new government maintenance and repair budget and that a decree 
rapidly be issued Uy the ministers of finance, economy and housing determining 
the bodies from whith the owners or tenants can receive the maintenance loans. 


Finally, the housing experts have set themselves to the repair and maintenance 
problems that 750,000 housing units in Cairo, Giza and Alexandria alone are 
suffering from. Since last February, Ministry of Housing experts have been 
studying the problem. They have reviewed the structure of the existing law 
governing repair and maintenance activities. They have discussed the diffi- 
culties of carrying these provisions out. Representatives of the governorates 
have presented an initial report on the scope of the problem in each govern- 
orates. It appears that 150,000 housing units need general maintenance in the 
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Governorate of Cairo, 50,000 units in Giza Governorate, and 150,000 units in 
the Governorate of Alexandria. The units needing periodic maintenance come to 
about 450,000 in Cairo Governorate, 150,000 in Giza Governorate, and a like 
number in Alexandria Governorate. 


The committee presented the volume of financing needed for general maintenance 

activities, claiming that these represent an existing danger to citizens' lives 
and property. The committee demanded that 250 million pounds in the new budget 
be allocated for distribution as follows: 150 million pounds to Cairo Govern- 

orate, 50 million pounds for Giza and a like amount for Alexandria. 


fhe government has in fact responded. The higher committee on policy headed by 
Dr Fu'ad Muhyi-al-Din, the prime minist-r, as decided to allocate this sun, 
which will be given out as loans to owners and residents for the repair and 
maintenance of their dwellings. 


The committee also requested that the law, and the decrees executing it, be 
applied: the fault is not in the provisions of the law but in its applica- 
tion. What does the structure of the existing law say about this problem? 


The Op nion of the Law 


Landlords alone besr the responsibility for repair and maintenance work in the 
first 10 years after a building's construction. 


After that, the landlord undertakes to spend one-half of the increase stipu- 
lated in Article Seven of Law 136 for 1981 in the re: ‘4s collected. This is 
stivulated for non-residential buildings for mairtsnance work on which agree- 
ment is reached in writing between the landlord and the people occupying the 
units. 


In the event the rents collected exist, or are inadequate, or there is no agree- 
ment between the landlord and tenants, the costs of maintenance and repair will 
be borne by the landlord and the tenants in the gradually increasing proportions 
stipulated in Article Nine of Law 136 for 1981, as follows: 


With buildings erected before 22 March 1965, the landlord will defray one-third 
and the tenants will defray two-thirds. 


With buildings erected between 22 March 1965 and 9 September 1977, the landowner 
will defray half and the tenants half. 


With buildings erected since 9 September 1977, the landowner will defray two- 
thirds and the tenants one-third. 


If a dispute arises between the landlord and the reside.its, the damaged party 
will seek recourse to the religious endowment affairs judge to apportion these 
costs between the landlord and tenants and determine the share of each. 


The bodies on whose functions the ministers of finance and economy will issue 
a decree by agreement of the minister of housing will be in charge of providing 
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the necessary financing for the local units that have jurisdiction to give loans 
to tenants or landlords of buildings so that they may be repaired and maintained. 


The loan application will be accompanied by a union engineer's report contain- 
ing a description of the sections that require maintenance and repair, the work 
necessary to repair them, the estimated costs of these activities and the sti- 
pulated period for carrying them out. 


The local unit will approve or modify the report, and it may reject it and 
estimate the value of the loan. 


The loan amount will be disbursed in four instalments of 25 percent each as 
work progresses. 


This legal structure is truly a model one. Why isn't it applied? This was the 
subject of the housing experts' discussion. They studied the difficulties of 
carrying it out, which number five, in depth: 


First, the enormous volume of repair and maintenance work (existing buildings 
required;) the initial report stated that 350,000 units need general mainten- 
ance and 750,000 units need periodic maintenance. 


Second, the enormous volume of financing needed for this work. In just the 
first phase alone of general maintenance work (aside from periodic maintenance) 
we will need 250 million pounds. 


Third, the absence of a special system for lending operations. There is no link 
between the technical agency in charge of examining buildings, determining the 
repair ana maintenance work they require, spelling out the estimated costs of 
this work and then monitoring construction until the repair and maintenance 

work is completed, and the financing agency which takes charge of offering the 
necessary loans, adopts the measures necessary to guarantee its own rights 
vis-a-vis landlords and tenants, then takes charge of collecting the instal- 
ments until they are paid off. 


If we add to that the lack of technical engineering, financial and legal 
resources which will enable them to cope with the problem in this process 
throughout the republic or in the context of the three abovementioned major 
governmorates, we will require a number of engineers, accountants and special- 
ists in law who are not at present available in the local government agencies. 
Therefore it will be necessary to review the existing system in order to 
eliminate the difficulties which prevent it from being applied. 


Fourth, the failure to determine the body which will be in charge of supplying 
the necessary lending financing. The executive bill of the latest housing law 
entrusted the assignment of these bodies to a decree to be issued by the mini- 
ster who has jurisdiction over housing. 


rifth, the possibility that the landowner might exploit the unavailability of 
loans needed for repairs. Although the law stipulates that the government is 
to guarantee the provision of easy cooperative loans for building repair and 
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maintenance, and the law permits landowners and tenants to apply for loans to 
repair buildings and has organized procedures for applying for them, the man- 
ner in which they are to be disbursed and paid back and the interest to be 
charged on them, practical difficulties have prevented the provision of these 
loans to landlords. This might prompt them to be lax and evade repair and 
maintenance responsibility on the claim that the government has not provided 
them with the necessary loans for carrying this work out. 


Therefore the experts have made a complete diagnosis of repair and maintenance 
problems. They have reviewed the existing system, have investigated the flaws 
in it and have examined the difficulties in carrying it out. Each expert has 
made a statement on the solutions he considers appropriate for solving this 
problem and the committee indeed included experts and representatives from the 
major governorates. 


The committee began its work last 21 February and concluded with recommendations 
which it presented to the minister of housing for submission to the Council of 
Ministers and the Office of the President, so that they could in turn be car- 
ried out. These are the recommendations: 


Recommendations for a Solution 


first, the governcrates should make a comprehensive tabulation of all mainten- 
ance and repair cases that are to be carried out on buildings in the towns and 
villages subject to the law regulating relations between landlords and tenants 
which lie within the jurisdiction of each governorate, with the purpose of 
ascertaining the specific amount of work that is ree Wed preparatory to allo- 
cating the necessary loan amounts. The requisit .orks will be listed by 
priority according to their degree of serio.sness and their effect on the safc- 
ty of citizens. 


Second, until this tabulation is compieted and the volume of loans needed is 
determined, the committee recommends that a minimum of 100 million pounds be 
allocated in principle under the housing loans in the fiscal year 1982-83; 
this will be allocated to loans to perform maintenance and repair work. 


(AL-AKHBAR: The higher policy committee has given agreement to the allocation 
of the sum of 250 million pounds, not 100 million pounds as the committee 
requested.) 


Third, the local unit, on the basis of the comprehensive tabulation referred to 
in Paragraph One, will take charge of notifying the people concerned of the 
need to conduct the necessary repairs in a period which it will specify. 


ourth, the competent unit will take charge of reviewing the report the person 
involved is to present on the requisite repair work, wiil allocate the estimated 
costs for that and allocate it among the persons involved, and will determine 
each of their shares. 


The engineer the person involved selects will be wholly responsible for the con- 


struction and the solidity of the construction, and the construction will be 
done under his supervision. 
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The Lending Body 


Fifth, the body which is to take charge of making the loans will be determined 
in accordance with the final opinions of a committee including the deputy prime 
minister for local government, the minister of finance and economy, the minister 
concerned with housing and the governor of the Central Bank. 


Sixth, the body which is to be determined in accordance with the preceding para= 
graph will take charge of presenting the necessary loans to the relevant per- 
son responsible for repair and maintenance and the loan will be disbursed in 
instalments in accordance with actual construction stages in application of the 
provisions of the executive bill. 


Seventh, people in charge of the repair and maintenance work must obtain the 
agreement of all the persons involved over the amount of the loan before a con- 
tract is reached on it. If some of then refuse to receive the loan, they will 
be compelled to pay their share of the costs of the repair and maintenance work 
in one installment. In that case the emount of the stipulated loan they have 
paid will be deducted. 


Eighth, priority in the granting of loans will go for general maintenance work 
at an interest rate of no more than 3 percent. 


Ninth, after all the comprehensive tabulation work is completed and the costs 

of the requisite maintenance work have been determined, the government will 
undertake to provide the necessary loans to cover all the costs of the cases that 
the tabulation process revealed. 


These are the recommendations. They have been voiced by specialized experts. 
Will relief soon come and the problems of maintenance be solved, or will we 

wait a year or two then resume investigating the problem? That is what we are 
afraid of, and this is what the coming stage which the government has undertaken 
to run seeks to avoid, in the effort to solve all the citizens' problems. 


11887 
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FISCAL PROBLEMS OF HOUSING SECTOR REVIEWED 


Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 29 Jul 82 p 9 


/Article: "The Accounting Agency Completes Its Study of Housing and Redevelopment 
Companies: Sparse Investment and Disruption of the Financing Structures Are the 
Most Important Problems"'/ 


/Text/ The Central Accounting Agency has completed a study on the conditions of 
housing and redevelopment companies and has prepared final reports on them, The 
studies state that most housing and redevelopment companies are facing disruptions 
in their financing structures, chronic open withdrawals, participation in invest- 
ment companies in ways that divert the latter from their original goals, and in- 
creased reliance on subcontractors to perform their work. 


The Central Accounting Agency report demanded that :h -< be a balance between the 
capacities available to companies and the volume of work that is contracted for, a 
commitment to the stipulated schedules for completing existing projects, provision 
of requisite labor for these projects and pressure on the costs of housing units 
the redevelopment companies erect, besides concern to make a serious study of the 
companies’ financing structures, 


Dr ‘Atif Sidi, chairman of the Central Accounting Agency, stated that several con- 
spicuous phenomena were re_ated to this sector. Most important of these were: 


Disruptions in the financing structures of most companies and their reliance on 
foreign sources of financing to finance their operations and various aspects of 
their activities. On 30 June 1981 this came to about 62.8 percent of total sources 
of financing, and open withdrawals by housing and contracting firms came to about 
200 million pounds, or 87.7 percent of total paid up capital, by the end of 1980- 
81. This phenomenon became chronic in some units, reaching, in the case of Arab 
Contractors, for instance, 436 percent, in the case of the Arab Contracting Company 
267 percent, and in the case of al-Mahmudiyah 241 percent. 


An incompatibility between the distributable surplus ana the current operations 
surplus in most units, along with a severe drop in rates of return in this sector, 
reaching 5.5 percent of the value of current activities and 12.2 percent of paid- 
up capital. The increase in the value of the work performed did not result from 
the full use of available productive capacity; rather, part of it may be attrib- 
uted to the constant annual rise in prices in the sections on work in progress. 




















The contribution by some of the companies in this sector to the construction and 
establishment of and participation in companies subject to the investment law, 
which has diverted some of them from attaining their basic goals. In addition, 
some of these companies have started suffering from a shortage of liquidity, finan- 
cial disruptions, a flight of skilled labor and competent administrators, and these 
companies’ competition for such labor, as is the case with the Arab Contractors, 
al-Shams Housing and al-Nil General Engineering Companies, not to mention the fact 
that new companies are carrying out the original companies’ activities as subcon- 
tractors. 


There have been trespasses against and appropriations of land owned by certain 
housing companies. These increase from year to year, coming to about 50 million 
square meters in 1981, and some go back a number of years. 


In addition, administrative bodies in the government have put their hands on large 
areas of such land, which could affect these companies’ activities in the field of 
construction expansion, although the scarcity of land and areas for construction 
expansion in the case of some companies sometimes compels them to buy land at a 
high market price so they can engage in their activities. Other companies have 
sold large areas of land which have not been prepared and have no utilities; this 
is a departure from their basic goal and activity and is aimed at obtaining profits 
and remedying their liquidity crises. 


Housing, public utility and redevelopment companies are suffering from a shortfall 
in the investments which are set out for companies each year to improve them to op- 
erate with modern techniques in order to cope with the volume of activity envisaged. 
This leads them to fail to carry out their construction and housing plan, and limits 
housing and redevelopment companies’ contributions to active participation in solv- 
ing the housing problen. 


The assignment of a Large portion of the work in this sector in part or in full to 
subcontractors; as a result, the companies’ role in this sector becomes one of an 
intermediary, which is not compatible with their circumstances and imposes unjusti- 
fiable burdens on projects in addition to delays in the construction of portions 
of the projects and the failure to link some projects to schedules during the vari- 
ous stages, a delay in the start up of the projects or parts of them, and the spill 
over or effect of that on other projects. In addition, defects in many preliminary 
studies lead to the introduction of repeated modifications which are accompanied by 
waste, delays and inflated costs. 


Central Accounting Agency experts demand that a linkup be made with the stipulated 
schedules for completing existing projects, that thorough work be done on studies 
for new projects, that integrated engineering preparations be linked to clear 
schedules, that the necessary money be provided during various construction stages, 
that an actual tabulation be made of the factors of production, especially basic 
materials, that they be compared with the standards that are supposed to be pre- 
pared in advance, and that the people doing the construction be competent. 


The experts also demanded a serious study of the companies’ financial structures 
so that their disruptions may be eliminated, taking stock of the status of projects 
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or activities that are realizing continuous losses and the extent to which it is 
possible to increase their capital, so that that may be in keeping with the contin- 
uous expansions and the phenomena of accumulated money owed to other parties, their 
effect on the financial status of the companies and the possibility of using a por- 
tion of the profits to support the financial status of the companies, while provid- 
ing the necessary technical labor, setting forth the necessary rules when there is 
participation in joint companies established in accordance with the law on the in- 
vestment of Arab and foreign capital, prohibiting trespasses against housing and re- 
development company land and adopting decisive measures toward the trespasses that 
have already taken place. 


The agency recommended that construction deadlines on cement company expansion pro- 
jects be adhered to so that the government's requirements for cement will be met, 
that efforts be made to operate prefabricated housing companies in the contracting 
company sector, that available capacities in each company be linked to the volume 
of work assigned to it, that pressure be put on costs in housing units the construc- 
tion and redevelopment companies erect, that some of their investments be directed 
toward average housing for people with limited incomes and that effective oversight 
be placed on cost factors so that public money may not be exposed to loss. 
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EGYPT 


LABOR PARTY CONFLICT OVER PRICE HIKES EXPOSED 
Cairo AL-SIYASI in Arabic 25 Jul 82 p 6 


/Article by Muhammad Sa'd: "A Dispute in the Labor_Party: The Vice Chairman of 
the Labor Party Praises the Decrees Raising Prices"/ 





/Text/ The first dispute has flared up in the new organization of the secretariat 
general of the Socialist Labor Party as a result of a conflict in views among party 
leaders on the price issue, 


AL-SIYASI has learned that at its next meeting the party's higher committee will 
discuss the details of the dispute which has occurred between Eng Muhammad Hasan 
Durrah, the vice chairman of the party, and Dr Muhammad Hilmi Murad, the party's 
secretary general, It is considered to be a party squabble which lies within the 
category of infringements of party discipline. 


The story of this dispute began with an article Eng Hasan Durrah published in a 
nationwide paper in which he criticized an article by Dr Hilmi Murad which was pub- 
lished in the Labor Party newspaper describing the latest decrees imposing taxes on 
luxury and discretionary commodities as a constitutional violation and an economic 
blunder, 


The vice chairman of the Labor Party denied that there was any constitutional vio- 
lation in the decrees the government adopted raising the prices of certain goods. 
He pointed out that the People's Assembly had agreed to the draft of a law calling 
for the imposition of indirect taxes on luxury and discretionary commodities; thus 
there is no constitutional violation. 


Eng Hesan Durrah declared his support for these decrees and said, "I support these 
decrees from the premise of my concern for the higher national interest and stress 
that they are 100 percent sound. I call on all parties and bodies to support them, 
in view of the economic circumstances which demand that we obtain credits to meet 
the deficit in the budget and reduce the policy of borrowing from abroad." 


The vice chairman of the Labor Party demanded that measures be adopted that will 
have the effect of protecting citizens from exploitation and greed on the part of 
some merchants and tradesmen who are trying to exploit the recent decrees, He 
also demanded that new levies be imposed on sanitary drainage, water, electricity, 
luxury housing and high rise buildings, while an effort is made to increase 
direct taxes and prosecute tax evaders. 
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EGYPT 


VOLUME OF BANKING SECTOR BALANCES ANALYZED 
Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 11 Jul 82 p9 


[Aarticle: "Savings of tians Working abroad Occupy First Place among 
Foreign Currency Sources" 


[Text/ The Central Bank has declared that the financial holdings of commercial 
banks increased by 4,000,005,400 pounds, or a rate of 32.7 percent, in the 
first 9 months of fiscal year 1981-82 (July through March), as a result of an 
increase of 832.5 million pounds, or 39.6 percent, in the balance of deposits 
in their possession. About 60 percent of the increase was invested in com 
mercial bank resources in the form of loans and credit facilities. 


As regards the overall financial holdings of specialized banks, these registered 
an increase of 278.3 million pounds, or a rate of 25.3 percent, in the period 
1 July 1981 through the end of March 1982. This tay essentially be attributed 
to the loans and credit facilities these banks obtained from the Central Bank 
and commercial banks, refiecting in turn the minor relative importance of the 
role of deposits and bonds in covering the resources of specialized banks, 
since deposits' relative share of the increase in these resources was just 
9.7 percent. Most of the increase was invested in these banks' resources in 
the form of loans and credits, the balance of which came to 839.7 million 
pounds, or an increase of 246.7 million pounds, by the end of March 1982, 
accounting for about 90 percent of the increase in total assets during the 
period 1 July 198l-end March 1982. 


Central Bank sources stated that, /regarding/ the overall financial holdings of 
investment and business banks, the relative importance of the reserves owed 
them by banks abroad dropped from 40.6 percent of overall financial holdings 
at the end of June 1981 to 29.8 percent of total financial holdings at the end 
of March 1982, along with a modest increase in the relative importance of the 
reserves they owed banks abroad, from 23.4 percent to 23.6 percent. This de- 
velopment reflects a development in investment and business banks’ orientation 
tc invest more of their resources within the country, since lending reserves 
and discounts granted to local agents increased by 205.6 million pounds, or 
36.7 percent, for a total of 765.4 million pounds, which represents 30.2 per- 
cent of total financial holdings at the end of March 1982, as compared with 
an increase of 131.8 million pounds in the corresponding period of fiscal 

year 1980-81. The reserves the Central Bank owed these banks increased by 
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105.8 million pounds. A fundamental element may be attributed to the fact 
that 15 percent of the reserves of agents' deposits are deposited with the 
Central Bank in foreign exchange in accordance with the decree its board of 
directors issued on this subject and the value of credits opened for the in- 
portation of Class G goods and deposited in full with the Central Bank as well. 
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EGYPT 


PROBLEM OF DUPLICATION IN INVESTIGATION, PROSECUTION BODIES REVIEWED 
Cairo UKTUBAR In Arabic No 298, 11 Jul 82 pp 34, 35 


[Article_by Muhammad Najm: "Who Will Unravel This Confusion among Investigative 
Bodies?"/ 


[Text/ {The phenomenon of confusion in the law has once again become the talk of 
men in the legal profession and people working in it, because of the clashes in 
decrees and contradictions in verdicts that it has engendered, causing people 
bewilderment and throwing public opinion into chaos, especially now that the 
minister of justice has acknowledged the existence of this phenomenon and re- 
ferred to its serivus nature. 


In the People's Assembly, Dr Jamal al-'Utayfi presented a question on the Minis- 
try of Justice's plan to eliminate the contradictions end duplication that arise 
from the fact that more than one body has jurisdiction over the investigation 

of identical occurrences. After the 20 June meeting had been scheduled /for a 
response/, the minister of justice did not attend, because of an illness he had 
been suffering from, and the assembly session recessed with the question un- 
answered. In the Ministry of Justice, it was announced that the ministry was 
reviewing all laws regulating the activity of various judiciary bodies in order 
to remedy overlapping jurisdictions among these bodies. 


The phenomenon of confusion in the law is that of the multiplicity of investi- 
gation and prosecution bodies in identical cases, each of which issues a different 
decree and a contradictory verdict, creating discrepancies in verdicts which re- 
sult in damage to the process of justice. 


What does it mean when a person stands up in front of two judiciary bodies in 
connection with a single event and each of them gives him a different verdict 
on it? 


The cases of Dr 'Abd-al-—'Aziz Sulayman and Rashad 'Uthman have been one cause 
for the discovery of this new phenomenon, which is alic-n to the legal society in 
‘igypt, namely, duplication in investigation and prosecution bodies. For all of 
these reasons and others, UKTUBAR has considered it appropriate to present this 
phenomenon, in order to reveal overlapping jurisdictions and duplication in in- 
vestigation and prosecution bodies concerned with single acts and to seek out 
the views of officials and legal figures who are specialists to get a response 
to a group of specific questions. 
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Does any duplication arise from the ovey'lapping jurisdictions of the various 
judiciary bodies - the office of the public prosecutor, the socialists public 
prosecutor's agency, the department of unlawful gain and the administrative pro- 
secutor's office? Can three judiciary bodies take charge of investigating a 
single incident, as happened in the Kum Umbu villas case? That is, does a 
single act constitute a matter of political accountability, a criminal offense, 
and a disciplinary violation at the same time? Or is it enough for a person 
accused of one crime to stand up in front of a single investigating body, which 
will hold him accountable for all aspects of the charge and give him a single 
trial, of successive stages? And, if the judiciary verdict is "the categorical 
truth," how can the court issue two different judiciary verdicts on a single 
incident and a single defendant, as happened in the case of the former director 
of 'Ayn Shams University? 


Perhaps it would be beneficial for us to state in some brevity, through a prac- 
tical example, how and when this phenomenon started to emerge. Perhaps the case 
of the former director of 'Ayn Shams University is the most prominent practical 
example to illustrate this phenomenon. When the criminal court ruled that Dr 
'Abd-al-'Aziz Sulayman was innocent of the charge of unlawful gain that arose 
when he was accused of embezzling money by exploiting his position, the court 
of values, on the basis of investigations by the socialist public prosecutor, 
ruled that he should be found guilty, and the supreme court supported it on the 
matter, whereas the office of the public prosecutor is continuing its investi- 
gation into him on the same charge and has not yet finished. 


How can two different judiciary verdicts be issued on a single incident, one 
verdict of innocent and the other of guilty, while the body with jurisdiction, 
the office of the public prosecutor, is still conducting an investigation in 
connection with the same incident? 


In the Rashad 'Uthman case, the court of values considered that some officials 

wno had previously been mentioned in the case had committed acts requiring that 
they be held accountable for them, in accordance with the law, and the discus- 

sion of these acts was left to the competent authorities, who were to adopt 

the measures they saw fit in regard to then. 


The office of the public prosecutor, one of the competent bodies to which the 
court referred, considered that the lack of truth to the incidents attributed 
to the two ministers mentioned in the Rashad 'Uthman case had been proved and 
it decided to suspend the investigation of them administratively. 


Another example of the proliferation of investigating bodies in a single inci- 
dent was the course of events in the Kum Umbu villas case in Aswan. The office 
of the administrative prosecutor, the agency of the socialist prosecutor and the 
office of the public prosecutor took charge of the investigation of the subject 
at the same time, none of those bodies has yet completed its investigations, 

and we do not know what they have come up with. 


This is not the whole story. A major official in the Ministry of Justice has 
asserted that there are poor people who are exposed to this suffering because 
they are downtrodden, not famous, and the newspapers make no reference to their 
cases in any large or small manner. 
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In reviewing the case of Dr 'Abd-al-'Aziz Sulayman as a practical example, we 
will content ourselves with a few decrees and verdicts, in order to elucidate 
the picture which emerged from the various judiciary bodies that dealt with this 
issue through investigation and prosecution. 


In July 1980, the office of the public prosecutor started the investigation into 

Dr 'Abd-al-'Aziz Sulayman, former director of 'Ayn Shams University, on the basis 
of an administrative surveillance report on the charge of embezzlement, appropri- 
ation of public funds and deliberate damage to the body he was assigned to direct. 


On 30 July, the socialist public prosecutor, on the basis of investigations he 
had conducted with him, issued a decree preventing Dr Sulayman from disposing of 
and administering his real and moveable assets and making withdrawals from his 
current accounts in banks, with the proviso that the prohibition apply to his 
wife and adult children. The charge was that he had committed acts which had the 
effect of enlarging his assets by exploiting his position as president of 'Ayn 
Shams University in the period 8 May 1977 through 30 July 1980. 


After the trial procedures, the court of values ruled that sequestration be 
placed on his assets (his and his family's); it assessed 5 percent of net annual 
income as administrative expenditures which the agency of the socialist public 
prosecutor should receive, and it ordered that government salaries should con- 
tinue to be paid ovt to all of the persons accused (himself and his family) 

for overall expenses. 


In the reasons for the verdict it was stated "Therefore the court concludes from 
all that has been presented that there is serious evi..ence at hand that the pri- 
mary accused person, 'Abd-al-'Aziz Sulayman, commivted acts which had the effect 
of harming the economic interests of socialist society, that the assets of the 
accused persons were inflated in a clear manner that leaves no room for doubt 
and that that inflation was the result of the exploitation by the primary ac- 
cused person of his position and his influence as the director of ‘Ayn Shams 
University and his improper appropriation of public funds, which makes the inm- 
oosition of sequestration mandatory." Dr 'Abd-al-'Aziz Sulayman appealed the 
verdict before the higher court of values at the 13 December 1980 session and 
on that day a verdict was issued supporting the verdict of the contested party 
and issued by the court in the first stage. 


That is what happened with respect to the case before the socialist prosecutor 
and the court of values, in both stages. In another area, on 9 October 1980 the 
inspection and investigation commission of the unlawful gain department started 
to open up 'Abd-al-'Aziz Sulayman's files on these incidents, on which investi- 
gation was underway in other bodies. 


On 14 february 1981, the inspection and investigation commission of the unlawful 
gain department decided to hand 'Abd-al-'Aziz Sulayman uver to the criminal 
court. The charge was that he, in his capacity as a public official, subject 

to the provisions of the law on unlawful gain, acquired unlawful gain for hin- 
self and his family during the period of presidency of the university through 
exploitation of his position, and, along with others, deliberately engaged in 
embezzlement and facilitation of the appropriation of public funds bearing on 
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the malaria research project and the training courses for delegations of stu- 
dents from Qatar University, damaging the assets and interests of the body he 
had been assigned to supervise by virtue of his position, in the manner set 
forth in the documents, enabling himself to obtain the tainted money referred 
to in the investigation and in the indictment (on the transfer to the court), 
which accounted for an increase in nis financial possessions after he had as- 
sumed charge of a service which was not in keeping with his revenues, and for 
which he had failed to establish a legitimate source. 


Meanwhile, the office of the prosecutor of public funds, which is the original 
body possessing jurisdiction and was the first one to start the investigations, 
was and still is conducting its investigation into 'Abd-al-'Aziz Sulayman on the 
charge of embezzlement and appropriation of public funds and deliberate damage 
to the body he was assigned to direct by virtue of his position. 


The unlawful gain case was reviewed by the criminal court over a period of 15 
morning and evening sessions, in which it heard 26 witnesses. On 12 January 

1982 the court issued its unanimous verdict of 'Abd-al-'Aziz Sulayman's innocence 
of the charges levelled against him, stating that there was no evidence in truth 
and fact to the charges and incidents raised in his regard and that therefore 

the verdict of innocence was inevitable and settled. In the reasms for the 
verdict, which is the most important element in the chapters on this case, it 

was stated: 


"After reading the papers and investigations which were made and hearing the 
verbal testimony, which took place according to law, the court must first of 

all determine that the verdict issued by the court of values, whcse reasons were 
supported by the higher court of values, is without justification in its opinion, 
because, while each has its own scope and differs on its reasons, what is certain 
is the basis of judiciary truth, the confirmation of confidence in the justice 
of the verdict of the judiciary, and the impression the judge receives, and, in 
the stage when a verdict is issued, a general certainty of guilt must be present, 
rot just a strong likelihood. This is what the verdict of the court of values 
was based upon, since it appears, from reading the court of values! verdict 
presented as one item of evidence of proof before the person accused in this 
case (the criminal court is speaking), that it was founded, in accordance with 
the contents of its reasons, on the fact that the court had derived its judgment 
imposing sequestration on the accused person and his family, his wife and chil- 
dren, from the serious evidence present to the effect that he had committed 

acts which had the effect of harming the economic interests of the socialist 
society, and so on, as contained in the verdict. Therefore this verdict is in 
no instance of use to this court, because it was founded on strong probability, 
not on certainty." This was the criminal court's statement. 


The odd, important thing, whose conclusions we will review later, is that the 
criminal court reviewed the fundamental points of the crime of unlawful gain 

in the course of a presentation and discussion then dealt with the charges at- 
tributed to Dr 'Abd-al-'Aziz Sulayman, refuted them and concluded that the ex- 
nerts' report in accordance with which the court of values delivered a verdict 
of guilty was prepared in haste and that the source of the assets of the accused 
Or 'Abdeal-'Aziz was his own activity and that there had been no exploitation 
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of his position or violation of the penal code or the law on morals. Therefore, 
none of the points raised on the subject of the accused had any basis in truth 
or validity. 


In its conclusion of the circumstances behind its verdict, the court recorded a 
statement for history, saying "In addition, the court points out that the opinion 
that it reached in this case is the product of unanimity on the part of its mem 
bers. This unanimity might perhaps contain material which would touch upon some 
of the qualities which have graced a few statesmen from the scholarly standpoint, 
and the stewardship of a venerable Egypvian university with its scholarly status 
domestically and abroad, at whose hands numerous generations of scholars have 
issued forth, and therefore innocence is inevitable and settled, in execution 

of the provisions of Article 304 of tne law on procedures." 


Wheat does the article the court referred to say? 


If the incident is unproved, or the lav does not punish it, the court will rule 
that the accused person is innocent, and he will be released, if he is imprisoned 
on account of this incident alone. If the incident is proved, however, and is 
indeed to be punished, the court will rule the punishment decreed in the law. 


It was established to the criminal court that the incident was not proved and 
that Dr 'Abdeal-'Aziz Sulayman had not acquired unlawful gain for himself or 
the children of his family in any unlawful form, in the form of embezzlement, 
exploitation or facilitation of appropriation, and it was not proved, that the 
accused person had committed or deliberately intended to commit harm to the 
assets and the interests of the body he worked in or wus connected with by vir- 
tue of his position or the assets and interests in it which were entrusted to 
him. 


The court used its right as stipulated in Article 221 of the law on procedures, 
which states "The criminal court will have the jurisdiction of rendering judgment 
on all cases on which verdicts on criminal cases presented before it depend unless 
the law stipulates to the contrary." 


On the basis of this article, the court acdressed itself to the subject and ren- 
dered judgment on acts from which unlawiu: gain resulted, that is, the two acts 
of embezzlement and unrightful appropriation of public funds, and it was proved 
to the court that these were not valid, so it rendered a verdict of innocent. 


Here the conclusion of the court's verdict is apparent. How so? Some people 

say that a single act can lead to more than one result — political accountability, 
a disciplinary violation, a criminal offense, and unlawful gain. What happens 

if it is proved that the act basically did not occur? 


In the practical example which we have presented, the _ncident of embezzlement 
and appropriation of public funds, and deliberate damage to the interests of the 
body, are the basis of the charge of unlawful gain, which the socialist prose- 
cutor, the court of values and the office of the prosecutor of public funds 
directed against the former director of 'Ayns Shams University, and the lack 

of proof of these acts was established by the criminal court ruling! 
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What is the justification for the verdict of the court of values, which was based 
on the belief that these acts had occured? 


What is the destiny of the case in which the office of the prosecutor of public 
funds is conducting an investigation concerning the same acts? 


Perhaps this is what prompted the public prosecutor's office to contest the 
ruling handed down in the abovementioned example through its reversals. In the 
reasons for the contestation, it was stated that the verdict erred in applying 
and interpreting the law and was tainted by absolute invalidity and shortcomings 
in the argumentation it presented. In its contestation, the prosecutor's office 
asked what would have happened if in the case the office of the prosecutor of 
public funds had investigated, a criminal verdict had been issued condemning 

the accused person. It answered by saying "We would be standing before a case 
where there is a contradiction and opposition in verdicts," and added, "That 

is something by which the sense of justice is irritated and damage is done to 
the nvublic interest!" 


In conclusion, this has been an example, in practice, that shows the seriousness 


of the phenomenon we are dealing with in these investigations. What, now, is 
the opinion of the legal experts? 
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EGYPT 


LEFTIST ISLAMIC IDEOLOGY EXPOUNDED 
Cairo AL-AHALI in Arabic 7 Jul 82 p 6 


[Interview with Dr Hasan Hanafi, Professor of Islamic Philosophy at Cairo Univer- 
sity by Usamah '‘'Urabi: "How Lertist Muslims Think; The Beard and the Long, 
Shirtlike Garment Men Wear and the Rosary They Carry Are not Signs of Islam;" 
date and place of interview not specified |] 


[Text] Dr Hasan Hanafi says, "Among the multitudes who claim 
to be Muslims there are those whose past and present actions 
cannot be b'amed on Islam." 

"None of them has ever spoken the truth to a tyrant; none of 
them protested when Muslims were starving; when they were 
afflicted with poverty; when they were showered with hard- 
ships; when their flags were desecrated; and when their his- 
tory was smeared." 

Public reconciliation between the July Revolution and the 
Muslim Brothers is being called for. 

The dialogue with those who are being detained consists of 
haggling and pleading, and the tragedy will be repeated. 
Calling for "'the sovereignty of God" is a negative reaction to 
the tragedies of Arabs. 

Al-Shaykh al-Sha'rawi is a charming, eloquent scholar, but he 
is being used for political propaganda. 


In the multitude of those who claim to be Muslims, the sincere voices of those 
who want Islam to be what God Almighty wanted it to be fade away. God wanted 
Islam to be the religion of oppressed men, women and children. Its theologians 
were not to be the theologians of a government or of a ruler, and Islamic 
theology was not something that could be expounded periodically or after new 
conditions appear on the scene. In the simplest of cases Muslims were supposed to 
be people who spoke the truth in front of tyrants. 


Dr Hasan Hanafi, professor of Islamic philosophy at Cairo University is one of 
those sincere people. He holds a distinguished position as a thinker and a 
fighter, and he is an enthusiastic advocate for rejuvenating the faith and 
sifting through [our] heritage. He is a genuine intellectual. One may disagree 
with him--and it is inevitable that one would--but one can only respect that 
distinguished Islamic voice that brings to mind the faint or lost echoes of 
al-Afghani's voice. . 
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Dr Hasan Hanafi is also distinguished by his untiring efforts to discover the 
theoretical and active principles of Islam as a force. Dr Hanafi attempted to do 
that in his significant work whose introduction has been published under the 
title, "Heritage and Rejuvenation."' The first volume of that work, ''From Faith to 
Revolution," is to be published at the end of this year. 


This interview sheds light on the mind of Hasan Hanafi. 
The Religious Press 


[Question] What do you think about religious newspapers which used to exist but 
are no longer being published, like AL-DA'WAH WA AL-I'TISAM [Appeal and Resis- 
tance] and AL-MUKHTAR AL-ISLAMI [Islamic Selections]? What do you think about 
newspapers like AL-LIWA' AL-ISLAMI [The Islamic Banner] which tried to take over 
the roles these newspapers had? 


|Answer| Since Egypt is the largest Arab, Islamic country and since it attracts 
the attention of Muslims because it is the home of al-Azhar and the home of 
publishing houses and eminent scholars, Islamic newspapers have not been absent 
from the scene since the days of Muhammad 'Ali. The most recent such publications 
we've had have been AL-'URWAH AL-WUTHQA, [The Close Bond] AL-MANAR, [The Minaret | 
AL-IKHWAN AL-MUSLIMUN, AL-MUSLIMUN,- AL-DA'WAH and -.AL-MUKHTAR AL-ISLAMI. Regard- 
less of partial differences that exist between these publications, they are all 
characterized by an attempt to understand Islam according to the spirit of the 
age. These publications were torn between two trends: one was established by 
al-Afghani, and we can call it the Islamic left or committed Islam. This trend 
goes into the heart of the problems of the age. It is thwarted by rulers, and it 
deals with questions of freedom anc inducting the masses into military service. 
These newspapers mostly ceased publication as a result of the fact that they were 
confiscated or their owners were ousted from their positions or assassinated. 


The second trend is that which discusses traditional Islam, or the rituals and 
doctrines of Islam and avoids involvement in controversial subjects. It contents 
itself with praising Islam in general, which does not exist in any country, or 
[at least] it does not exist in full or as an ideal in people's hearts. This 
trend, which is supported by the state, often survives because it bestows upon 
society a peaceful, religious aspect behind which the state can hide and do 
whatever it wishes. This is fatal to Islam because it reduces it to a religion 
that manifests itself in superficial practices--prayer rooms, beards, long, 
shirtlike garments and rosaries--and not a religion that manifests itself in 
knowledge, revolution, war against infidels and the interests of a nation. 


AL—'URWAH AL-WUTHQA was a newspaper of the first kind. Unfortunately, however, 
AL—MANAR has become or is about to become a newspaper of the second kind. 


AL-IKHWAN AL-MUSLIMUN continued to follow in the footsteps of AL-—'URWAH AL-—WUTHQA 
but unfortunately, it too shifted to the second trend in AL—DA'WAH WA AL-I'TISAM. 
The magazines, NUR AL-ISLAM [The Light of Islam] and MINBAR AL-ISLAM |The Plat- 
form of Islam| also fall under the second category. There are many such magazines 
which neither satisfy one's thirst for knowledge nor relieve one's need to know. 
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Sometimes, however, the material world and political Islam force themselves on 
ritualistic Islam. This is what happened with AL-DA'WAH Magazine since the peace 
treaty with Israel [was concluded] in 1978 until the explosion that took place in 
October 1981. Until it ceased publication last September, AL-DA'WAH was critical 
of the treaty, of the alignment with the West, of the isolation from the Arab 
world and of the suppression of freedom. Wishing to fill the religious vacuum 

ap¢ to support superficial ritualistic Islam, the state established magazines’ 
-LIWA' AL-ISLAMI. It would thus fill the religious vacuum felt by people 
pac..cularly in backward Islamic communities where religion is still seen as 
something that pertains to the spiritual aspects of life and the state is 
perceived to be responsible for the material aspects of life. It is a fact that 
these government, official or party religious newspapers have no effect what- 
soever on religion or on politics. Partisan political newspapers, however, 
especially AL-SHA'B and AL-AHALI do exercise influence on young people and appeal 
to them. They do more than the so-called national newspapers do in filling that 
vacuum. Unfortunately, however, there is no political Islamic publication on the 
scene like AL—'URWAH AL-WUTHQA and AL-YASAR AL-ISLAMI [The Islamic Left] Magazine 
which has published [only] one issue. This magazine has not been able to fill 
that vacuum because it is neither a daily nor a weekly; it is an anthology of 
articles, and it is published occasionally. 





The Phenomenon of al-Shaykh al-Sha'rawi 


[Question] What do you think of the phenomenon of al-Shaykh al-Sha'rawi and his 
commentaries on the H ly Koran? 


[Answer] Although we respect all Muslim scholars and do not criticize them, [we 

do say that] they are accountable to: God and to people. However, the phenomenon 

of al-Shaykh al-Sha'rawi is noteworthy because of ‘t. simultaneously political 
and religious significance. Al-Shaykh al-Sha'rawi is «a acknowledged authority in the 
art of rhetoric and eloquence is disarming. He has the ability to influence people 
and to understand the subtleties and the [various] shades of meaning of the Karan. 


People in Egypt and outside Egypt listen to him. Unfortunately, however, existing 
regimes use him to strengthen their policies, while eminent scholars remain un- 
mindful of the extent to which these policies agree with or contradict Islam. On 
the evening of 18 and 19 January 1977, for example, when the masses rebelled to 
defend their livelihood against high prices, the worthy sheik came forward with a 
speech justifying the government's decision to raise prices. He said that the 
measure was like a bitter pill prescribed by a physician to treat a patient. 
After that, [television] audiences saw [the movie] "The School of Discord." 


Such a role played by a religious scholar divests that religious scholar of his 
independence and reduces him to a mere follower of the political regime. He 
becomes an employee of that regime, afraid of losing his job, his authority and 
his position. Therefore, the previous system of religious trusts was a better 
system because the livelihood of religious scholars came from trusts that people 
had set up. Accordingly, religious scholars were not afraid of losing their daily 
bread, and they continued to speak the truth and to give advice to those in 
charge. At a time when all people are demanding that rulers undergo a critical 
examination, al-Shaykh al-Sha'rawi stands and applies the divine verse to Presi- 
dent al-Sadat, "None shall question Him about His works, but of them an account 
shall be demanded" [al-Anbiya': 23]. This applies only to God. 
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The question now is this: what is the job of a religious scholar? Is he a 
theologian for the person who is in power? Does he expound theology periodically 
when new conditions appear on the scene? Does he walk in front of a ruler and not 
behind him? Does he deal with the crucial questions of the country such as war 
and peace, poverty and wealth, freedom and oppression, fragmentation and unity, 
colonialism and liberation? 


It is for this reason that another worthy scholar, al-Shaykh Ahmad al-Mahallawi, 
is still detained. He enjoys the respect of the public because he is unyielding 
in religious matters; he has an independent mind; and he is capable of confron- 
ting the regime and speaking the truth to an unjust ruler. 


Ultimately, the Koran is not a tool for charming people; it is not a demon- 
stration of rhetorical skills and supererogation. Nor is it [a dramatic perfor- 
mance] punctuated by opening the eyes, shaking the shoulders and raising the 
eyebrows. The Koran is a political, social and an economic ideology for Muslims, 
and it is based on reason and on the real world. 


Islamic Banks 


[Question] Islamic banks have become widespread in Egypt and Saudi Arabia. To 
what extent is this Islamic? 


| Answer | Religion plays a principal role in the preservation of conservative 
capitalist societies. Religion preserves these societies by persuading people who 
still trust religion and have faith in it. 


It was in this atmosphere of religious conservatism, which is supported by politi- 
cal regimes because it strengthens them and because they fear enlightened 
religious trends that are revolutionary, that some embarrassment emerged 
regarding interest as usury. These societies proceeded to eliminate that 
embarrassment by setting up so-called Islamic banks. These banks are actually 
ordinary capitalist banks that are based on profit and on investing the funds of 
Muslims in foreign banks. To remove suspicion, many verses from the Koran are 
placed [in these banks], such as "Allah has permitted trading and forbidden 
usury" [al-Baqarah: 275]; some terms are altered; or some rules are manipulated, 
such as sharing profits, losses and efforts. Ultimately, the question in these 
banks is not one about the amount of interest and whether that amount constitutes 
permissible gain or not. This is a question about the capital itself and where it 
comes from-—-the capital that comes from the oil returns which are the property of 
individuals, tribes and the ruling family. 


Thus, the investigation of these banks must be turned into an inquiry into the 
ownership of capital. In Islam the buried treasures of the earth are the property 
of the nation. The buried treasures of the earth include minerals, such as the 
iron, copper, gold and silver that were known to our predecessors. To us, oil is 
the buried treasure of the earth. Thus, if capital comes from oil revenues, this 
capital is the property of the nation, and it is to be spent for the development 
of the country. No interest is to be charged so that the general welfare can be 
assured, funds in the treasury can be invested, and the needs of Muslims can be 
met. The need for profit arises when capital is privately owned, and this is not 
the case in Islam. 
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Dialogue behind the Scenes 


[Question] What do you think about the dialogue that is taking place now between 
the state and the members of Islamic societies who are being detained? Some of 
those people are clergymen who are sent to the prisons by the Ministry of the 
Interior for that purpose. 


|Answer| All the attempts that are now being made to conduct a dialogue between 
the state and Islamic societies--yesterday's enemies and tomorrow's friends-—- 
will yield no results in the long run. This is because there can be no dialogue 
between a jailer and a prisoner; dialogue can take place only between equal and 
free people. 


Thus it is also imperative that all Muslim or lay political prisoners be 
released; the dialogue would take place after their release. But the dialgoue now 
is taking the form of making bargains, appeals and attempts to win favor and make 
alliances and mutual concessions. This will go on until yesterday's tragedy is 
repeated, and the same thing that happened between Islamic groups and the former 
political regime happens again. 


The real problem [we are facing] is the dichotomy that exists in the nation's 
thinking between an Islamic movement, which has its origins in the old heritage, 
and a secular movement, which has its origins in the western heritage and in the 
masses who are being crushed by poverty and subdued by oppression. They are 
succumbing to all that under the guise of indifference, bewildered between this 
movement and the other. Our generation added to this dichotomy the blood feud 
between Islam and the revolution. It also [magnified! the struggle between the 
Muslim Brothers and the Free Officers. For there can e no dialogue between two 
parties who are not equal, who are distant and who have a mutual aversion to each 
other. 


First, temporary disputes must be settled, and the feud must be transcended by 
means of a public reconciliation between Islam and the Revolution. This can be 
done by permitting a public Islamic movement like the Muslim Brothers to operate. 
This movement would formulate an Islamic trend; it would mobilize the masses, 
educate young people, protect steadfastness and do away with westernization. 


This can easily be accomplished by removing the ban that exists against the 
group's activity. The decision to disband the group is to be revoked, and the 
group's public position is to be restored. The group had obtained this position 
by using its funds and the jewelry of its women. Apologies are to be extended to 
the society, and its martyrs are to be honored. 


The Islamic movement is then to be directed towards the real challenges that 
Egyptian society is facing; its efforts are to be channeled into the Egyptian 
mainstream and not into the marginal areas of life in Egypt. 


Eventually, the dichotomy in the nation would come to an end and a revolutionary 
Islamic society or an Islamic revolutionary society would be formed. With that 
society we would overtake the Islamic Revolution in Iran and the Arab Revelution 
in Egypt and Syria, and we would overcome the conservative regimes in western 
Arabia. This is what Egypt can do. 
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The Phenomenon of Retrogression 


[Question] In his book, "The State in Islam," which was published in 1981 Mr 
Khalid Muhammad Khalid retracted the appeal he had often made and to which he had 
devoted his book, "Min Huna Nabda' " [This Is Where We Begin]. That book was 
published in 1950. Mr Khalid advocated the need to separate religion and the 
State, but he stated quite clearly that Islam was "a religion and a state: 
worship and _ politics."' Before Mr Khalid Taha Husayn and al-Shaykh 'Ali 
'Abd-al-Raziq, for example, [had made similar statements]. 


Does the predicament those people found themselves in lie in the method itself, 
or is it attributed to the inability and backwardness of the Egyptian bourgeoisie 
and its shabby development which advances no horizons? 


| Answer | Retrogression as a phenomenon is more common than individuals. It 
includes groups and movements and perhaps history. Retrogression occurred in the 
life of 'Ali 'Abd-al-Raziq, in the life of Taha Husayn and in the life of Khalid 
Muhammad Khalid. It was due to old age and to the strong resistance of societies 
despite the liberal, national and socialist systems they experienced. However, 
religious conservatism penetrates quickly like fire in straw. 


This then is a political, social and historical phenomenon. Retrogression has 
occurred in four generations since the dawn of the three branches of the modern 
Arab renaissance. Al-Afghani established the reform movement which declined with 
Muhammad 'Abduh and then declined again with Rashid Rida. The Muslim Brothers 
then tried to stimulate the movement, but because of what happened to the group, 
the tables were turned by Islamic societies. Resistance to colonialism, the elimi- 
nation of backwardness and unification of the nation which the reform movement 
had called for, became the utmost that our generation could aspire to. Al-Tahtawi 
initiated the liberal trend, but that declined by the second generation with men 
like Lutfi al-Sayyid. It declined in the third generation with men like Taha 
Husayn and al-'Aqqad; and it declined in the fourth generation with men like the 
Egyptian Sindbad, Husayn Fawzi. This trend ended either in westernization or 
obfuscation. All society demanded that Taha Husayn be brought to trial again. 
Anwar al-Jindi and the age of freedom came to an end with the loss of freedom and 
the domination of oppression and control. 


The scientific trend was begun by (Shibli Shamil), Niqula Haddad and Farah Antun. 
It suffered a setback at the hands of Salamah Musa, Isma'il Mazhar, Zaki Najib 
Mahmud and Fu'ad Zakariya. This trend culminated in absolute secularism; our 
heritage was squandered, attacked or criticized so that western science could be 
linked to the nation's heritage. 


This was due to a view of the renaissance according to a western model. It was 
due to the fact that the renaissance had not been firmly established, and it was 
due to a relative reform that had not paid attention to the theoretical 
principles and conditions of a renaissance. It was also due to the fact that that 
renaissance did not turn into a broad popular movement that would turn "enlighten- 
ment'' into revolution. Enlightenment is not just a western experience that takes 
place in intellectual circles and has a limited effect on the coffee shops and 
literary salons of Cairo. Enlightenment is rather a popular movement that derives 
its roots from previous enlightenment movements developed by the Mu'tazilah, 
philosophers, scholars, and innovative theologians. 
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The aspects of retrogression thus encompass everything. They go beyond indivi- 
duals, societies and ages. Unless the foundations of the renaissance are firmly 
established inside the country, the actions we take to modernize [our lives] will 
remain relative, western and foreign. 


Islamic Renewal 


|Question] There are many reformist Islamic writers like Dr Khalafallah and Dr 
'Imarah. Where do they disagree and agree, and where do you stand on what they 
stand for? 


[ Answer | Islamic renewal has not yet become a clear-cut trend that has its 
principles, rules, theories, its public, its organizations, newspapers, its 
influence on government and its moral clout because innovative Islam still 
consists of a group of enlightened individuals inside and outside Egypt, like 
Muhammad 'Imarah, Tariq al-Bishri, Khalafallah, Kamal Abu al-Majd_= and 
'Abd-al-'Aziz Kamil. There is agreement among them, however, over numerous 
matters, such as the need for innovation and modernization, adherence to the 
questions of the nation, the appeal to reason, defending people's interests, 
courageous innovation and a more or less independence from authority. But there 
are also evident differences between them. Some of them--Kamal Abu-al-Majd, 
Khalafallah and 'Imarah--concentrate on modernizing Islamic law. Some emphasize 
the bright spots in our ancient or contemporary history. Some, like '‘'Imarah, 
emphasize the reprinting of the full works of reform leaders, and they | favor] 
the firm establishment of political Islam in the principles of government, |[a 
notion] espoused by speculative dogmatists. 


So far, however, no innovations have been introduced .nto the faith itself. «4 
no serious dialogue has developed between traditional Islam and the secular mve- 
ment. What interests me is the innovation that has been introduced into the faith 
on a theoretical basis for the purpose of establishing an Islamic, revolutionary 
ideology that can encompass all contemporary revolutionary ideologies while 
remaining at the same time deeply rooted in the faith, in the nation's heritage, 
in the sensibilities of the masses and in the material world of people. 


For example, I would underscore the importance of land in a monotheistic 
religion. Land helps the process of liberation, liberating the lands of Muslims. 
In the Koran God is the Lord of the heavens and the earth. He is God in heaven, 
and He is God on earth. 


I would also focus on the question of social justice and the right poor people 
have to the funds of the wealthy. I would focus on the question of liberties for 
people, on advice for Muslims, on giving those who are in charge guidance--giving 
it to them directly and not behind their backs--and on setting what they do on 
firm ground, not finding justifications for it. 


I also differ with the reformist Islamic writers in that they confine their 
efforts to what is literary and theoretical, although it would be more useful to 
combine that with a political struggle. It is from the throes of battle that 
innovations emerge, and it is from the heart of battles that new things are born. 
I have changed more by doing than by reading. In addition, some innovators find 
satisfaction in fame, profit and a quick word [here or there} that may appeal to 
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the taste of the masses. But it would be more useful to make a tireless effort 
over a long period of time, to speak plainly and accurately, to address people's 
minds and to portray their material world [in such a way] so that the new 
revolutionary Islamic ideology can become a new challenge to contemporary secular 
ideologies and a focal point that would attract the broad masses. 


Is It a Religious Struggle? 


| Question ] Some people have noticed that the ideas you used in your magazine, 
AL-YASAR AL-ISLAMI were not precise. You printed an article, [for example], enti- 
tled, "Is It Legally Permissible To Have Peace with the People of Israel?" Those 
people say that using such terms as "'the people of Israel" and "the Jews" instead 
of using "Zionism,'' saying "according to Islamic law" and saying "politically, 
economically and socially" [is imprecise]. They say that the Arab-Israeli con- 
flict is not at all a religious conflict. 


|Answer| I am certain that Zionism is a movement that came into being during the 
western colonialist expansion in 19th century Europe. It came about during the 
Roman and national hegemony, with the idea of going back to one's roots and the 
dispersal of people outside Europe to increase collection of European materials 
and to spread European civilization on the shores of Africa and Asia after the 
experiment in the New World had succeeded or almost succeeded. 


However, the retrogression that occurred in Egypt during the past 10 years and 
the fact that facts and principal assumptions of our generation have been turned 
upside down made me turn to the sensibilities of the people. I was also prodded 
to do this by the attempt of government media agencies to defend Zionism and to 
export it to us. The media were proclaiming that a Jew was no longer that 
hunch-backed, hook-nosed nasal-sounding old usurious man, but that he was instead 
a friend who kept his word and his honor and sought Egypt's interests! 


I was apprehensive about the effects of bananas, eggs and Israeli drugs. These 
goods have begun sweeping the markets and creating a class of people whose 
interests are tied to the Israeli regime. 


I am here the theoretician of popular culture. I found in the Koran a weapon that 
will benefit the cause. It respects the clientage of the people of Israel, and it 
reveals their plots and their ploys. 


We Did Not Understand 


[Question] I and many people did not understand a statement you made in your 
magazine, AL-YASAR AL-ISLAMI. You see policy in a nation's culture and in its 
awakening. [You say that] your trend is not directed against governments or re- 
gimes because battles, as you say, make up the culture of a nation and lie within 
its cultural consciousness. Has revolution become a mere idea in one's head, a 
cultural subject? 


|Answer] Due to everything that has transpired, I found that the time had come 
to begin an Islamic awakening that would not falter. This awakening is to be 
based on radical principles that would firmly establish themselves and face the 
challenges of the age. These principles would operate within a framework of 
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national unity and would harbor no malice for anyone. They would honor everyone 
and strengthen and support all national movements. Islam is most capable of 
becoming the melting pot of the national movement, as was the case with the 
Islamic Revolution in Iran before the fall of the Shah. This time I want to begin 
with the free thinkers and not with the free officers. 


| want to place the horse in front of the cart and not the cart in front of the 
horse. This requires reconstruction of the national revolution and reconstruction 
of the old heritage. It requires that a stance be taken on western hegemony over 
culture and land. It requires that people's feelings be directed toward reality 
and public interests. We may not be the generation that will see our societies 
free, socialist and scientific, but we may become the generation that will pave 
the way for that by preparing the suprastructures for it and making preparations 
for the revolution. Nothing is easier than transferring theories, technology and 
knowledge without changing the traditional structures of our minds, our sensibi- 
lities and our perceptions of the world. 


I wish there were a popular or a political organization that would adopt the 
cause of "Islamic enlightenment" or unite the two factions of the nation. I wish 
these two factions could find in Islam a revolutionary heritage that would extend 
itself to the sensibilities of the age. We could thus keep the nation from 
sliding into religious conservatism and revolutionary secularism. 


Religious conservatisr [implies] isolation and backwardness, and revolutionary 
secularism [implies] disruption and short-sightedness. 


A Look to the Future 

[Question] How do you see the future of the nation? 

| Answer | We are living in an age during which the Resistance is being slaugh- 
tered, and the Palestinian and Lebanese people are being exterminated in front of 
everyone. 

This boggles the mind and makes one sick regardless of one's orientation toward 
an Islamic movement and a progressive movement. Nevertheless, the battles of 
history have been lengthy ones. 

The call for "the sovereignty of God'' which is being proclaimed now by Isiamic 
groups is nothing more than a reaction to the tragedies of Arabs and the sorrows 
of Muslims. It is more of a negative reaction than a positive one. 

The condition of the nation then requires long-term reconsideration. Its battles 
are continuing; it is learning from its experiments; it is being guided by its 
citizens; all its efforts are being joined together; and all its opinions are 
being discussed. 

The homeland is for everyone: no one has a monopoly over it. 


The material and human capabilities of the nation are tremendous. 


These capabilities have been tremendous historically, and they are tremendous for 
the future. 
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Tragedies often bring forth the early signs of a new awakening. Preparations for 
revolution constitute permanent revolution. 


Educating the generations is an essential step. Principles or rights are not to 
be squandered, and it is a crucial condition that concessions not be made. 


Truth will survive and falsehood will perish. 
There is a vast difference between governments and nations. There is also a vast 
difference between what appears on the surface and what is at work in people's 


hearts. It may be that today's tragedies will be the beginning of a new awakening. 


Ours is the pure blood and the pure race. God willing, the land, the temple, the 
framework and victory will also be ours and without charge. 


But how will the meeting of minds take place between the consciousness of 
individuals and the movement of the masses? That is the question. 


8592 
CSO: 4504/416 
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EGYPT 


BRIEFS 


ARREST APPEAL 1AW--President Husni Mubarak has signed a law amending some provisions 
of the emergency law. The amendment requires that the lodging of grievances against 
arrests or imprisonment be done before the higher state security court in the form 
of applications to be submitted without levies and that imprisoned persons be 
treated as persons under provisional detention. The grievances are to be lodged 
within 30 days if the arrested persons are not released and the court will rule on 
them within 15 days of the date the grievances are presented, after the statements 
of the imprisoned or arrested persons are heard. Otherwise, they must be released 
at once. /Text/ /Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 29 Jul 82 p 1/ 11887 
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IRAN 


KHOMEYNI, KHAMENE*I ACCUSED OF UNISLAMIC CONDUCT 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 82, 29 Jul 82 p 7 


[Text] Ayatollah Golpayegani, one of four theologians who are regarded as 
senior even to Khomeyni, has come under increasing criticism from his 
followers in recent weeks for capitulating to the regime. He is accused 
of either cowardice or ignorance because he has gone along with Khomeyni 
and endorsed his allegedly un-Islamic ways. 


In a letter sent to him by his former followers in Germany he has been asked 
to change his policy now before it is too late. "If you fail to put the 
record straight you will go down in history as one of the mullahs who have 
erred in old age," the letter stipulates. 


"Your followers inside the country will face death at the hands of Khomeyni's 
thugs if they put their signatures on this letter. So we will tell you that 
we speak on behalf of people at home when we object to your recent behaviour 
in endorsing the un-Islamic and inhuman acts of Khomeyni," the letter said. 


"With our limited knowledge of theology we understand that many words and 
deeds by Khomeyni's hooligans are equal to ‘shirk’ (finding a partner to God). 
The way Khomeyni is praised, the way his pictures are pasted everywhere, and 
the way he speaks all are tantamount to ‘shirk.' Are you aware that soldiers 
in Mashad and Kermanshah paraded in front of a giant picture of Khomeyni's? 
Have you not heard that troops and officers are forced to bow to his pictures? 
These are facts. If bowing to Khomeyni’s picture is not an act of idolatry 
then what else could be idolatry? You must have heard that every now and then 
rumours circulate that Khomeyni's likeness has been seen on the face of the moon. 
This too is shirk because these rumours are circulated to deceive the people 
into believing that Khomeyni has supernatural powers. We ask you why you keep 
quiet in the face of such sacrilege? 


"Then there is Khomeyni's shameless way of distorting the holy text, his obvious 
lies and treachery. He had the nerve to claim that since the dawn of history 
the human race has not seen a leader as competent and as pious as Khamenei. 

By the grace of God please tell us is this not sacriligious? We know and you 
know that Khamenei is corrupt and dirty. He is a murderer, a liar and morally 








corrupt. How can he be a better ruler than Hazrat Ali (S.A.) and other 
infallibles? This is proof of Khomeyni's un-Islamic ways. And there are 
many more proofs. Khomeyni publicly sanctioned Khalkhali's killings and 
desecration of other Muslims" graves; he has personally ordered execution 
of thousands. There is enough evidence that Khomeyni is an apostate. Why 
have you kept quiet and worse have you given Khomeyni your support? 


"We cannot remain indifferent. We see that individuals in the mullah's garb, 
and in the name of Islam, are inflicting mortal blows tc our faith. We 
believe it is our religious duty to raise our voice and we are sorry to see 
that you have kept silent.” 


One of the signatories of the letter told IPS that copies have already been 
circulated in Qom and Tehran to make the Ayatollah's reply a public matter. 
He said support given by Ayatollahs Golpayegani and Marashi-Najafi to 
Khomeyni was instrumental in the establishment of the so-called Islamic 
republic and subsequently in consolidating Khomeyni's hold on power. "We 
expect the bona fide clerics to repair some of the damage done to our country 
and Islam, damage done by their original support for Khomeyni. Or at least 
they can end their silence," he said. 


CSO: 4600/712 
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IRAN 


MINISTER THREATENS TO NATIONALIZE CAR MAKING COMPANY 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 82, 29 Jul 82 p 6 


[Text] Behzad Nabavi, minister of heavy industries, has threatened the 
nationalised Iran National car-making company that if the factory failed 
to achieve higher productivity it would be closed down by the government. 
Iran National manufactures Paykan cars under licence from Talbot and buses 
under licence from Mercedes Benz. 


In a visit to the factory site Nabavi told the worlers that their record in 
achieving self-sufficiency was dismal. He was angry to see that the ratio 
of local input in a Paykar car was even less than what it was during the 
Shah's regime. He said what the factory did was to assemble parts imported 
from abroad. That was not in line with the revolutionary aims, he said. 


"You know our revolution was a miracle," he said. "We expected a similar 
miracle to happen in this factory but that has not happened. You receive 
very high wages but do little." 


At this stage Nabavi said if the factory failed to advance from assembly of 
imported parts to making them it was better to close it down, because the 
government could not afford to go on subsidising it. 


But later he toned down his threat and gave the workers three months to 
implement extension plans. He said on the eve of the revolution the factory 
had two objectives--to make good human beings and good cars. 

"You achieved the first objective; it is evident in the fact that 44 martyrs 
came from your labour force," he said. But he added that in achieving the 
second objective they had failed. 


Iran National experienced strikes last year and several workers were imprisoned. 
The situation is said to have stabilised now. 


cso: 4600/712 
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IRAN 


MAHDAVI-KANI TRACES PROBLEMS OF REVOLUTION COMMITTEES 
Tehran IRAN PRESS DIGEST in English 3 Aug 82 pp 18-21 


[Text] Revolutionary Committees are considered to be among the early phe- 
nomena of the Islamic Revolution of Iran. No exact date of their coming into 
existence can be determined. Although most of the Committees emerged in a 
self-revolutionary manner in the early days of the Revolution, there also 
did exist some of them that had been active months ahead of the uprising of 
February 11, 1979, and which had participated effectively, especially in the 
last months of 1978 and January 1979 in staging protest marches and holding 
street demonstrations, but their activities, in those days, were covert. 
Perhaps it can be said that the secret activities of a small number of the 
revolutionary committees were begun at the start of 1978, expanded later, 
swept the major cities in early 1979 and took an all-embracing pattern fol- 
lowing the victory of the Revolution. 


In the early days after the inception of the Revolution, the scope of the 
powers of the committees as well as their functions were not specific, and 
due to this reason, these carried out various assignments under the super- 
vision of the clergymen and mosque officials, notable among them being the 
functions related to Police, Army, Gendarmerie and Courts. In this respect, 
Ayatollah Mahdavi Kani says: "At the outset of the Revolution when various 
government organs and organisations were not in a position to carry out their 
functions, the Revolutionary Committees undertook every task. At that time, 
we carried out every act that seemed to us to be proper since there were no 
laws in force then. However, after various organs established themselves 
in their own place with the laws too being enacted, we refrained from inter- 
vening in all affairs" (Ettela‘at July 27). 


This non-specification of the powers and functions of the Revolutionary Com- 
mittees has constantly been instrumental in creating problems in their own 
as well as in the governments’ tasks. On this very account, there were 
strenuous efforts, both in the days of the Transitional Government of Medhi. 
Bazargan or in the times of the Presidency of Bani-Sacs to dissolve the Com 
mittees and to entrust their functions to official government organs instead. 
However, such endeavour remained fruitless due to Imam Khomeini's backing 

of the remaining committees. 
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At present, debates are still under way over the retention or dissolution of 
the Revolutionary Committees, and in case of a decision in favour of continu- 
ance of their work, this question posed is: under the supervision of which 
government or non-government organ or official should they function, and what 
would be their duties in future? The committees are already functioning inde- 
pendently under a supervisor named by the Imam, and they are active all over 
the country at the levels of provincial centers, cities and villages. There 
exist 12 revolutionary committees in Tehran functioning under the supervision 
of the Central Committee. The revolutionary committees are headed by Aya- 
tollah Mahdavi Kani, and he submits his official report directly to the 
"Valayat-e-Faghihd (Religious Leadership). However, there has lately been 
ratified a law by the Islamic Consultative Assembly that says the committees 
are associated with the Interior Ministry and are governed by it. The problem 
with the committees is that their functions, on the one hand, interfere with 
those of the Police and Gendarmerie Force, and, on the other hand, with those 
of the Revolutionary Guards and the Mobilisation organisation units. In addi- 
tion, they have no specific place in the Islamic government set up, constitu- 
tionally. To eliminate this problem, it has been agreed that the Interior 
Ministry should suggest the name of the Head of the Revolutionary Committees 
to the Imam, and the former should start work after being duly approved by 
him. Ayatollah Mahdavi Kani, the Head of the Revolutionary Committees and 
also a member of the Guardians’ Council, opined at a session of that Council 
that the committees should be under the supervision of the Interior Ministry. 
But at the same time, he believes that these should also maintain their inde- 
pendence. In his recent interview with the press, he explicitly announced 
that the committees are to be retained and their structure and overall compo- 
sition would undergo no change. 








In this respect, Ayatollah Mahdavi Kani: "The mode of activities of the 
Islamic Revolutionary Committees has been divided into two parts: When the 
committees become associated with the Interior Ministry, they would be con- 
sidered an integral part of one of the departments of that Ministry, and hence 
would totally lose their independence. In other words, they would shape up 
into an independent organisation associated with the Interior Ministry, such 
as the Police or the Registration Organisation. The fact that the Majlis has 
issued instructions that the Interior Ministry should draft the constitution 
of the Revolutionary Committees is indicative of the point that the committees 
form an independent unit which should continue its activities as before but 
under the drafted constitution. However, they are associated with the In- 
terior Ministry from legal and administrative viewpoints. As a matter of 
principle, when the committees are associated with the Interior Ministry and 
the Interior Minister as the head of this security organisation, then the 
Committees' chief should be appointed by the Minister, who should be answer- 
able to the Majlis and the nation for his actions. In the constitution draft- 
ed by us, which is to be sent within a few days initially to the Interior 
Ministry, and then to the government and the Majlis respectively, the struc- 
ture of the committees has undergone no change. In this constitution, their 
clergy-oriented and jurisprudential structure has been retained and they 

would continue to be managed under the supervision of or upon an edict from 
the "Religious Leadership". It has been suggested in the constitution that 
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the Head of the Revolutionary Committees would be appointed upon a proposal by 
the Interior Minister and after due approval of the "Religious Leadership". 
So, his competency for continuing with the task would be approved by the 
"Religious Leadership", but the relevant edict would be issued by the Interior 
Ministry (Ettela'at, July 27). 


As to the current functions of the committees and their mode of action, there 
exist many rumours in the public mind. Mahdavi Kani also gave details in 
this regard and said: "The people shouldn't think that we (committees) start 
taking actions on our own, arresting individuals and putting them into jail. 
We arrest the accused only under the orders of the prosecutor's office, and 
hand them over to Revolutionary courts. Actions being taken next are not con- 
cerned with us at ali. Some people think that we (committees) prosecute and 
imprison the accused, or grant amnesty to them. No, such actions are not re- 
lated to the committees. Of course, if any accused is arrested by a commit- 
tee and detained by it, then only the committee officials are entitled to 
legally and generally keep that individual in the detenticn house for 24 
hours and later hand the person over to a court or a public prosecutor's of- 
fice, in order to be able to find a suitable place to lodge an accused, tell 
us to keep the individual with us for some time" (same source). 


He outlined the current functions of the committees in the following manner: 
"Since early Revolution until now we have had four main functions which we 
have certainly been carrying out under the supervision of the "Religious 
Leadership" and with the due permission of the Revolutionary Council. These 
four functions are: 1. Combating with the anti-revolutionaries. 2. Combat- 
ing with the narcotics smugglers as they, in themselves, constitute an anti- 
revolutionary element. 3. Launching a drive agains: the commitment of the 
acts prohibited under law; and 4. Fighting against hoarding and profiteering 
(same source). 


However, apart from this, the revolutionary committees carry out some other 
functions that are not among their duties. In this regard, Mahdavi Kani 
pointed out: "In the early days of the Revolution, we settled public prob- 
lems through arbitration. The people too, while having faith in the commit- 
tees, approached them and also do the same at present. We don't want to 
abandon this function of ours. To the best of our efforts, we endeavor to 
settle their rifts and problems. Of course, we don't compulsorily give our- 
selves this right, but the people, on their own, make us their judge, and we 
too settle their problems such as those existing between couples. We settle, 
within a couple of hours, the disputes that might stretch to one or two years 
in the usual court proceedings" (same source). 


But the problem, currently faced by the committees, is the rift existing among 
the Mobilisation Organisation, the Revolutionary Guards, and the Revolutionary 
Committees which, in some cases, has culminated in ma_ -r conflicts among them. 
The Mobilisation Organisation (MO) personnel, comprising mostly of youngsters, 
imagine that their presence in the committees is no more required. Ayatollah 
Mahdavi Kani, in this respect, pointed out: "It is being heard lately and 

the people so imagine that the committees would really be dissolved. Also, 
some of the brethren in various institutions think that you (the committee 
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members) are on your way out. I would tell them: 'No, we are not on our way 
out. We are here to stay: Of course, we want to stay in a good manner and 
not by imposition’ as the Holy Qoran says ‘what is in the interest of the peo- 
ple should be retained’. Hence, we would like to be useful to this system 
and these people. Our brethren in the MO should know that security tasks are 
not among the scope of their functions. They should carry out, as a matter 
of principle, the law that has been ratified in their respect by the Majlis 
and the Guardians’ Council. Such talks relate to the civic field. They 
should mobilise the people to be able to defend the territorial integrity 

and the Islamic Revolution. The duty of the brethren in the MO relates to 
the 20-million army whose formation has been emphasised by Imam Khomeini. 

The IRGC too is dutybound to impart training to the people. But the brethren 
in the MO don't have the function of assuming urban security affairs unless 
in association with us (the committees) as we are presently responsible for 
administering the urban security task". Ayatollah Mahdavi Kani, in his ca- 
pacity as the Secretary of the Militant Clergy Society, said: "Another issue 
relates to the intervention of the brethren from MO in mosque affairs. Such 
an intervention spoils the whole thing, doing away even with their good deeds. 
For instance our brethren MO often resort to install or remove prayers leaders 
in mosques, or even close down the mosques as well. Imam Khomeini has per- 
sonally ordered me to advise the brethren in MO not to interfere in mosque 
affairs. After all, this state is governed by laws and the current year has 
been named as the "Year of Law". Everything has its own place. In case any- 
One objects to a clergyman, he can approach the clergy society in Tehran or 

in Ghom so that his complaint could be heard. We, after dealing with the 
case, would give our verdict whether that prayers leader in the mosque should 
be retained or dismissed. 


"Another issue relates to the attitude of the MO brethren towards the reserve 
personnel of the revolutionary committees that act voluntarily for the cause 
of the country. This reserve force has existed since the early days of the 
Revolution. Personnel of this force don't belong to MO since the latter are 
brought about for public tasks while the reserve force of the committees con- 
Stitutes security personnel and cooperates with the committees. I would re- 
quest these MO brethren not to quarrel with this force. I, in my capacity 

as the Head of the Revolutionary Committees & the Imam's Representative, 
wouldn't permit any member of the committee to insinuate an IRGC or MO member 
as this act would go to weaken that institution. This is contrary to Islam 
and the view held by the Imam. I also urge the IRGC and MO brethren to aban- 
don such issues since it is an indisputable fact that these institutions have 
no basic rifts and their exist no problems among officials at top level. We 
are hopeful, with the help of Allah, that these problems between our brethren 
would be resolved as well." (Ettela'at, July 27). 
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IRAN 


MINISTRY OF LABOR BANS WORKERS' SYNDICATES 
Tehran IRAN PRESS DIGEST in English 3 Aug 82 p 12 


[Text] In an announcement, the Ministry of Labour & Social Affairs banned 

the activities of seven workers’ syndicate in Tehran and declared that in case 
of continuance of their activities, officials of these syndicates would be 
prosecuted under law. Dissolution of some of the syndicates has been ex- 
ploited in leftist groups including the Tudeh Party, and they are trying, 
while opposing the Government decision, to attract workers towards them. 


The Government is already engaged in the task of formulating a new labour 

law that would adi.ere to the Islamic principles and tenets. In news confer- 
ence last week, the Minister of Labour & Social Affairs said on the new Labour 
Law: "The Labor Law should be derived from Islamic jurisprudence, and all 
efforts of the Labour Ministry are focussed at making such sections of the 
jurisprudence which are related to human beings and labour transactions, ex- 
cluding the technical ones, as the base". 


On Saturday (July 31), the Labour Minister called on Imam Khomeini and held 
talks with him on the new Labour Law. He told newsmen after this meeting: 

"I presented a report on the formulation of the labour law to the Imam, and 
he allowed that I, alongwith two of the Labour Ministry undersecretaries 
Hojjatol Islam Dorri Najafabadi (chosen by Ayatollah Montazeri) and two indi- 
viduals from the clergy teachers society, should undertake the formulation 

of the Islamic Labour Law. The Imam also permitted the Government to involve 
itself with the technical aspects of this Law such as labour security and hy- 
giene, and to make use of the services of workers, managers, and skilled 
personnel in industry and agriculture in this task. However, the Imam empha- 
Sised that the sections relating to Islamic issues, must essentially be 
formulated in due consultation with the scholars and jurisprudents. You would 
take an immediate action in this respect accordingly". 


The Labour Minister predicted that the new labour law is likely to be opposed 
by the rightist and leftist groups who would create m_ch hue and cry on the 


issue. He urged the workers to ignore such a propaganda since the Islamic 
Labour Law would prove beneficial to them in the long run. 
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IRAN 


KIANURI: ‘ISLAMIC COMMON MARKET’ NOT REALISTIC 
Tehran IRAN PRESS DIGEST in English 3 Aug 82 pp 9-11 


[Speech by Nureddin Kianuri, first secretary of the Central Committee of the 
Tudeh Party] 


[Text] Nouroddin Kianouri, first secretary of the Central Committee of the 
Tudeh party, has recently stated his views concerning an "Islamic Common Mar- 
ket" proposed by IRI authorities. The following is a summarized version of 
his statements. 


Formation of a common market with a number of countries, before they adopt a 
common general policy and develop a common economic system, is something 
imaginary and whimsical. 


Furthermore, a common market can be formed when a number of countries are 
economically complementary to one another, can supply their mutual shortages 
by their economies, and hence can form an effective common market. When we 
say "a common market of Islamic countries", first we have to see what coun- 
tries these Islamic countries are, what economic systems they have, where 
they are located, how they can have economic exchanges with one another at 
all and what role these exchanges with one another at all and what role these 
exchanges can play in meeting the needs of each of the countries [as publish- 
ed]. It might have some attraction when you talk of creating a giant eco- 
nomic unit covering a one-billion population all over the world with huge oil 
resources and probably other resources as well, but it is just too far from 
reality. 


According to the latest 1980 statistics, there are 5l countries in which Mos- 
lems constitute the majority or a considerable minority. 830 million Moslems 
live in these 51 countries, of whom 130 million live in either socialist coun- 
tries or countries with a socialist tendency, like Ethiopia and Afghanistan; 

70 million live in socialist oriented countries like Algeria, Tanzania, Guinea, 
etc.; about 150 million live in India, Iran and Nigeria which are politically 
independent countries or to some extent independent, but economically they 
have serious dependance on the West; and 550 million live in dependent coun- 
tries like Saudi Arabia, Pakistan, Turkey, Bangladesh, Indonesia, Egypt, 

United Arab Emirates, Morocco, the Sudan, etc. 
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This is the reality. The greatest Islamic countries, with a total population 
of 550 million, are completely dependent on imperialism and the imperialist 
world market. And unless there appear fundamental changes in their govern- 
mental systems and societies, forming a common market with them will mean 
forming a common market with the "General Motors", "Ziemens", "A.E.G.", etc., 
with countries dependent on world imperialism. 


In the second place, can the economies of these countries be complementary to 
one another? This factor does not even approximately, let atone completely, 
exist. We know that the great Moslem countries, such as Indonesia, Bangladesh 
and Pakistan, have extraordinarily backward economies, even more backward per- 
haps than Iran with a view to national income and the growth of level of so- 
cial production, etc. They can complement Iran's economy by only some second- 
hand American, European and Japanese industrial products made in their coun- 
tries or by agricultural products, i.e. quite secondary products. And since 
we are trying most vigorously to achieve self sufficiency in the agricultural 
field, the agricultural products of the above countries cannot be considered 
complementary to our economy, and so the imaginary quality of this slogan be- 
comes more obvious. Another factor which is important is freedom of trade 

and traffic among the member-countries of a common market. You cannot have 

a common market by having ordinary trade relations only. A common market 
should almost have the form it has in West Europe, or, to a lesser degree, 
among socialist countries. For, due to certain objective factors (growth of 
production, values, prices, etc.) the socialist countries have not yet been 
able to form a common market. In a common market, if we content ourselves 

by giving priority in our trade relations to these Islamic countries, with 

all their dependence on imperialism, then it can not ?e called a common mar- 
ket. It is just a misnomer. But if we want to formu a real common market, 
then we have to wait for changes to be made in the social systems of these 
countries, so that their economic tendencies acquire at least the same harmony 
that can be observed in the West Europe Common Market or the socialist coun- 
tries' markets; so that they at least show the same independent, anti- 
imperialistic tendencies as those of countries like Iran, Algeria, Syria, etc. 
Then they could also take economic decisions close in essence. But if one 

of these countries wants to take a decision which in fact has been dictated 

by the American "General Motors", the British "Leyland", and the West German 
"A.E.G." and "Ziemens", then this will be Iran's common market with the im- 
perialist world, the same old dependence under a new guise, only the garments 
have changed, the American, British, German, and Japanese garmetns have 
changed into Pakistani, Egyptian, Turkish and Arab ones! And if Iran wants 

to form a common market with only those countries which are socialist-oriented 
or which are really independent and anti-imperialist, like Algeria, Syria, 
Lybia, South Yemen, Tanzania, Guinea and a few others like them, then we will 
see that, from the economic point of view, these countries cannot supply our 
needs, neither quantitatively nor qualitatively. 


Hence, the "Islamic Common Market" seems to us to be more than a slogan. If 
IRI wants to fortify and make irrevocable the political independence it has 
achieved, it should move in the direction of real economic independence by 
liberating itself from any direct or indirect dependence on the imperialist 
world. That will necessitate establishment of basic economic relations with 
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all the anti-imperialist world, based on mutual respect and perfect equality. 
And the economic relations must be in the form of barter, in which case the 
country which signs a barter agreement with us is as much in need of our goods 
as we are in need of hers, and this will guarantee our independence. And 
exactly that is why imperialist capitalist countries never sign barter agree- 
ments with developing countries, since this kind of exchange (goods for goods) 
reduces their dominating influence. 


Therefore, on such a basis, we should expand our relations with that part of 
the industrial world which can supply our needs. But, sad to say, there are 
powerful circles among IRI rulers that try to retard the healthful process of 
expansion and development of economic relations between IRI and countries 

that deeply respect Iran's independence. Unfortunately, we see that in our 
1981-1982 imports, which has amounted to an unprecedented astronomical sun, 
the largest portion belongs to purchases from the greatest imperialist coun- 
tries which have participated in the economic blockade against IRI, i.e. West 
Europe and Japan. These are symptoms of an unhealthful condition in the coun- 
try's present economy. 


According to some statistics which have recently been released, the following 
changes have occurred in our imports from 1356 (1977-8) to 1360 (1981-2): 

1034 billion Rls. in 1977-8, when the Shah's dependent economy was at its 
peak, then it was reduced to 732 billion Rls. in 1978-9 (at the time of the 
Revolution); and then 684 billion Rls. in 1979-80, 777 billion Rls. in 1980-1, 
and 1154 billion Rls. in 1981-2. The statistics reveals another unhealthful 
phenomenon also and that is the condition of our exports (excluding oil). 

The exports amounted to 44 billion Rls. in 1977-8, 38 billion Rls. in 1978-9, 
57 billion Rls. in 1979-80, 46 billion Rls. in 1980-1, and 25 billion Rls. in 
1981-2. These statistics have been borrowed from the daily Ettela'at, 

April 25. 


But the statistics does not say from which countries we have imported 1154 
billion Rls.' worth of goods, and that is something to which Iranian revolu- 
tionaries are very sensitive. They want to know how much of the economic 
dependence on the West has still remained and in what forms. We know that 

no basic change has yet appeared in our economic relations. The unhealthful 
phenomena which have appeared in the country's economy owing to war, sabotage 
of imperialism, economic blockage, and all other economic pressures put on 

IRI by imperialism, intensified by mistakes and short comings resulting from 
the wrong approaches of the officials in charge, can lead to economic crisis 
which is very dangerous. We believe that nationalisation of foreign trade 

can be an effective step on condition that it is really employed in the direc- 
tion of cutting off Iran's economic dependence on the imperialist world. Here 
even some individuals working in the economic apparatus can play very destruc- 
tive roles, as All-Babaee and Nik-Kholq did. They can play destructive and 
much too dangerous roles without leaving any trace in determining the general 
tendency of our economic exchanges, which is of vital importance now for our 
economy. You know that imperialist companies always allocate a certain per- 
cent to the personal account of the purchasers, which is a source of corrup- 
tion. Merchants are already taking good advantage of these secret ways of 
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theft and sending abroad foreign exchange. Sometimes they have even ordered 
goods and sent foreign exchange without anything being imported. In the 
governmental section also after nationalization such frauds are possible. 
But our foreign trade can really expand and develop to the benefit of the 
revolution only on condition that it is quite open and all big purchases 

are made through calling for tenders and inviting bids without any secret 
collusions, and without any special privileges for certain countries such 

as West Germany and Japan, with priority given to barter agreements. Other- 
wise, formation of an Islamic Common Market will just remain a slogan. 
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WAR COMPLICATIONS SEEN WEAKENING MULLAH RULE 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 82, 29 Jul 82 pp 1-2 


[Text] Fears in Tehran this week that Iran's forces have suffered a major 
defeat and horrifying human losses were mitigated only by the first rays of 
hope that the suspected debacle may have brought new realism among the ruling 
clique, and with it the first practical moves towards peace. 


Since neither side in the long Gulf War has ever admitted any major defeat it 
was to foreign intelligence reports that analysts were looking for some 
guidance on what happened in southern Iraq after the Iranians attacked. These 
have suggested strongly that the fighting has gone against the attacking 
Iranians and that events may be rapidly giving Iraq the psychological advantage 
for the first time ina year. 


At a news conference given by Iran's ground forces chief Colonel Sayyad Shirazi, 
who appeared with revolutionary guards chief Mohsen Rezai at his side, he 
claimed that Iranian forces controlled some 60 square miles of Iraqi territory. 
He said this meant Iraqi artillery could not fire into Iranian cities. 


But observers said Shirazi's remarks, to any astute listener, suggested strongly 
that he was trying to explain away the absence of an Iranian victory. He said 
that because "our hearts" would not allow the Iranian forces to fire on 

civilian targets, unlike their Iraqi opponents, the campaign would be a very 
slow one, even though, he added confidently, victorious in the end. As he 

spoke news came from Basra that at least six people had died in Iranian shelling 
of the city. 


Shirazi's other excuses for slow progress in the war also sounded hollow, 
particularly the complaint that the Iraqis were resorting to tactics favoured 
by the Israelis in their battle formations! This made it ciear that not only 
was Shirazi, credited with being the main advocate of launching the attack on 
Iraqi, plumbing the depths for excuses, but there are also fears in Tehran 
that the more simple-minded masses may react unfavourably once the extent of 
the losses of men at the front becomes known. 


Alongside Shirazi's reaction was the first more positive "welcome" for proposed 
Algerian mediation efforts by Iran's premier Mir-Hossain Mussavi. He said 
Iran would welcome any effort aimed at fulfilling its declared conditions. 
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Suggestions by some western reporters that Iran had dropped its demands for 
Saddam Hussain's removal and huge reparations for damages suffered in the war, 
were seen by Iranian observers as possible misunderstandings through 
inadequate translations. But the comments of Mussavi and other Tehran 
leaders have become much less specific about their demands over the past 

week, giving rise to hopes that they have seen something really salutary 

in events in the south. 


The resignations of at least two ministers, with others forecast, have also 
been seen as signs of second thoughts among leading figures of the regime. 
Strains have begun to show with the resignation of minister of Islamic 
guidance Moadikhah and welfare minister Ruhani. Other resignations, or 
dismissals, are expected. Moadikhah's departure, following the continuing 
adverse publicity for the regime around the world, reflects the growing 
awareness even among the clergy that expertise is essential, even for 
fighting battles of words, if you want to win. The pressure to start a 
campaign to bring back qualified Iranians from abroad is growing, but those 
without experience of skills are still fighting fiercely against the idea. 
The signs of real public anger over the food shortages may force the govern- 
ment's hand in the end. 


Doctors inside the country have, on paper at least, already won concessions 
for foreign travel and there are signs, too, that pressures on the revolu- 
tionary guards are forcing them to reduce their oppression of the public 

in everyday life. Tehranis say in this respect there is some improvement, 
though the toll of young guardsmen, murdered in the streets at night, 
continues much as before. 


The continuing exhortations to people to attend Friday prayers are confirmed 
by Tehran sources as a reaction to the diminishing numbers demonstrating 
their faith in this way. The deaths in the war have lessened the fervour 

of all but the deeply religious sections of the society and it is felt they 
will react as the impact of the latest losses is felt. 


The air force will also feel the loss of its deputy commander, Abbas Nowrani, 
in last week's air raid over Baghdad. His was the plane shot down of the 

two that took part in the raid. The fact that he had to undertake such a 
mission reveals the shortage of pilots that must now be facing the air force, 
observers feel. 


And yesterday's announcement that former senior navy chief Alavi and a number 
of other officers had been amnestied, not the psychological moment if the 
regime's hand had not been forced, is seen as a reflection of unhappiness in 
the armed forces as well as, perhaps, the need for more expert advice at a 
critical juncture. The effect of this move on the public may weaken the 
regime's standing in public eyes even further in the weeks ahead, analysts 
feel. 
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During the past week the public disquiet was reflected in a phone-in column 
in the Tehran daily KAYHAN, where a reader asked if it would not be better if 
only people who were trained for the job were sent to the war. This would 
have been regarded as blasphemy a few months ago, a reflection of the way 

the public is beginning to lose some of its inhibitions now that anxiety is 
becoming so widespread. 


Even Ayatollah Khomeyni himself has tempered his usual threats with uncharac- 
teristic moderation. His warnings to the Persian Gulf states not to help 
Iraq this week were accompanied by expressions of brotherly feeling for them. 
He is said to have tried to put the brake on early government changes in 
view of the effect this might have on public morale in present circumstances-- 
a sign that the worries have reached his fastness up in Jamaran. 

e 


Since Khomeyni is reported to have given the final approval, against widespread 
opposition among officials of the regime, to ground forces chief Shirazi's 

plea for more war he must be aware of the fact that any backlash now must 
seriously damage his personal prestige. The fact that the Iraqi public and 
forces ignored his pleas to them to turn on Saddam has also inevitably reduced 
his stature with the Arabs. 


The others who may suffer from the Iranian defeat are the Syrians. The Iranian 
premier's dash to Algiers suggests a move away from Damascus" influence; 
Syria's voices in the Tehran regime are said to have opted for more war, 
presumably reflecting Syrian resentment against Saddam Hussain. They must 

have encouraged Khomeyni, obs2rvers feel, to give in to his own personal 

hatred of Saddam and to stoke up his belief that his rival would collapse 

as soon as an attack came, 


The Russians are known to have been against the attack on Iraq. There has 
been thinly veiled criticism of them in speeches in the last week, and on 
Tehran Radio. Resentments are coming out all round. The Soviets, friends 
in Tehran have this week been working hard to try to keep them from bubbling 
over. 
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IRAN 


LEADERS CONTEND OVER CONTINUING WAR 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 82, 29 Jul 82 pp 3-6 


[Text] Majlis speaker Hashemi Rafsanjani, President Ali Khamenei and the 
commander of ground forces Col Sayyad Shirazi were the driving force behind 
Iran's latest attempt to escalate the war. The trio had a close ally in 
Khomeyni's son, Ahmad, who convinced his father that any relaxation in the 
war against Iraq would have a destabilising effect at home. 


According to reliable informants, soon after the liberation of Khorramshahr, 
which was achieve against little Iraqi resistance, Col. Sayyad Shirazi asked 
Rafsanjani to hold an emergency session of the defence council. At the 
council he said that the army was now fully under the influence of the 
theocracy and that could carry out the war into Iraqi territory without the 
help of the revolutionary guards. He then asked Ra sanjani to seek Khomeyni's 
permission for an attack on Basra even before Qesr-e-Shirin was liberated. 


The same informants say that Khomeyni, under the influence of his heir-apparent, 
Ayatollah Montazeri, was hesitant to give such an order. At this stage two of 
Khamenei'’s close aides--Premier Mussavi and foreign minister Velayati--advised 
the president to resist the call for war and instead to concentrate on seeking 
a sizeable amount of money in war reparations. The Tudeh Party, too, was 
against escalation of the war and through its agents in the government and 
Majlis--Mohammad Taqi Banki, who is minister of planning, and Mohammad Mussavi 
Khoyinia, deputy speaker of the Majlis--persuaded Khamenei to change his mind 
and settle for peace. The Chief of Joint Staff, Brig. Gen. Ghassem Ali ' 
Zahirnejad, meanwhile, was having his own quarrels with Shirazi and arguing 
the invasion of Iraqi territory. 


However, Shirazi is reported to have insisted on his original plan to drive on 

to Basra against the opposition of Zahirnejad and the commander of the revolu- 
tionary guards Mohsen Rezai. Air force commander Moinpour also argued that the 
Iraqis enjoyed air superiority. Shirazi replied that the army had never been 

so well prepared for an attack and that the revolutionary guards did not have 

to take full part in the war. This was a reference to Rezai's objections that 
defections from the ranks of the revolutionary forces presented a serious problem. 
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Shirazi, helped by Rafsanjani, sought an audience with Khomeyni which was 
granted on June 12. But Khomeyni appeared less convinced about Shirazi's 
plans to invade Iraq. He even said that Iraq must pay reparations unless 
the Baath Party was replaced by an Ismalic regime. It appeared that the 
stage was set for peace talks with Iraq. That was the time when the Syrians 
were being badly pounded by the Israelis in Lebanon. 


The Israeli attack on Lebanon was a good excuse for the mullahs to end the war 
with Iraq and concentrate on Lebanon. It is known that Algeria and Libya 
advised the mullahs to go for peace. However, IPS informants say that 
Syria suddenly decided to use the lever of an Iranian threat to Iraq and 
Saudi Arabia to extricate itself from the tangle in which its own forces 
were caught in the Lebanese crisis. Hafez Assad was therefore interested 
in forcing Iran to invade Iraq. This would give Assad extra bargaining 
power to influence the Saudis. Apparently Assad had promised King Fahd 
that once Arab ranks were closed against the Israelis in Lebanon he could 
talk Khomeyni out of Iraq. But before then Assad's plan envisaged an 
Iranian attack on Basra. 


Rafsanjani was thus strengthened in his intentions to press for an invasion 
of Iraq. Ahmad Khomeyni, too, believed that any relaxation of war could give 
an opportunity to anti-Khomeyni mullahs to revive their activities. Khomeyni 
was therefore influenced by Rafsanjani and Ahmad to call for war. It was at 
this stage that on June 21, Khomeyni told Khamenei and other Friday prayer 
leaders that the Israeli invasion of Lebanon was an American plot to sustain 
Saddam Hussein in his position, and that any relaxation of the war effort 
would be suicide for the Islamic republic. 


Despite Khomeyni's explicit statement that the war must go on, it is believed 

Montazeri was still against it. Mohsen Rezai and other high ranking commanders 
of revolutionary forces who are close to Montazeri had told him that the revolu- 
tionary forces were tired of the war and that new recruits were hard to come by. 


However, Ahmad Khomeini is reported to have rushed to Qom to tell Montazeri 
on his father's behalf that he should orchestrate war hysteria and tell other 
Friday prayer leaders to do the same. Ahmad did not ailow Montazeri to put 
forward any arguments of his own. Thus, the stage was set for an invasion 
on July 13, code-named Ramazan, 


Preparations for the invasion were made by Shirazi who is said to have by-passed 
his chief, General Zahirnejad. Air force chief Moinpour was also told that the 
invading forces did not need air cover because Syria had given them sufficient 
number of hand-operated anti-aircraft missiles. Mohsen Rezai and his friend 
Abbas Duzduzani finally agreed to go along with Shirazi. 


Late on Tuesday July 13, the army drove into Iraq on two fronts while the 
revolutionary guards were given the task of closing in over relatively easy 
ground. The aim was to encircle the Iraqi forces around Basra and to cu* the 
communications between Iraq and Kuwait. The strategic maps were prepared by 
defecting Iraqi officers and Syrians. 
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After two days the initial Iranian thrust failed to achieve its objectives. 

It is believed that the army did a gool job of fighting but the revolutionary 
guards were routed. Inadequate fire power and air cover seem to have impaired 
the effectiveness of the Iranian invading forces. Iraqi attacks by air on 
Iranian cities, taking a heavy toll in civilian lives, and the inability of 

the air force to defend the population were also elements which now strengthened 
the hands of the anti-war faction. 


Several days after the initial attack the situation was described by our 
informants as follows: Rafsanjani and Shirazi were still insisting that their 
aim tc attack was correct. Khamenei and his ministers were merely trying to 
get on with the job now that the attack was launched. However, cries of 

"I told you so" came from Montazeri, Zahirnejad and the Iran Tudeh Party 
sympathisers. 


Khamenei dispatched his premier to Algeria and Libya to assure the two radical 
Arab regimes that Iran did not seek to annex Arab land. The revolutionary 
guards commanders were meanwhile promised increased money and arms to 
compensate for their losses. But the anti-war faction was forced to pay a 
high price. Khoyinia was dropped as deputy speaker of the Majlis and known 
offices of the Tudeh Party were raided by Rafsanjani's own private army. 


Analysts are now interested to know what might happen to Shirazi and Zahirnejad. 
Shirazi has convinced the mullahs that his original estimate of Iraqi resistance 
was upset because the Russians and the Egyptians had supplied large quantities 
of sophisticated weapons to Iraq. He has also said tuat the Iraqi air force's 
good performance was due to the fact that over ‘0 experienced pilots from 

Egypt had joined the Iraqi uir force. Shirazi is blaming foreign minister 
Velayati for diplomatic failure which led to the Russians and Egyptians coming 
to Iraq's assistance. 


What is certain is that the army has so far fought far better than the revolu- 
tionary guards. Also, Khomeyni is pleased with the fact that continuation of 
the war has distracted attention from shortcomings at home. But he may not know 
how to justify a disastrous defeat if the invasion fails. So he has said that 
Shirazi must have all he needs to score at least a tactical victory before 
negotiations can be started. Analysts believe whatever happens, however, 
Shirazi may well be on the way out; if he wins the war he will be too strong 
for the mullahs' liking and if he loses he must pay for it. So, he is ina 
difficult position. Unless, of course, his reported close ties with 

Ahmad Khomeyni can help him and even enable him to replace General Zahirnejad 
as chief of joint staff. 


Iran's technicians and military industries have done a good job in keeping 
the army's depleted stock of military hardware in good enough condition to 
see them through the war. The armoured units have been using tanks and 
other vehicles which have been repaired several times over, army sources say. 


At the Arak machine tools factory and Isfahan steel mill scores of army engineers 
have worked in close cooperation with civilians to repair the equipment damaged 








in the war and make it fit for use in new battles. Knocked-out tanks and 
armoured cars are invariably salvaged and their usable parts are fitted to 
similar vehicles. In Tehran the army ordnance factories have produced a 
record number of light and heavy guns and am inition. 


An army machine tools refitting expert was quoted as saywug that in Isfahaa 
and Tehran "we have worked miracles." He said some sophist)cated parts have 
been made to keep the war machinery going. 


"Khomeyni likes to tell the people that his revolution was a miracle," he 
said, "but in fact it is what we do in the arms factories which is a miracle." 
He did not worry about whether there was a lack of appreciation of this 

work by the clerical rulers because he and his colleagues "are doing patriotic 
jobs." 


A civilian employee of the army ordnance organisation said that in addition 
to reconditioning vehicles they made guns and artillery pieces. Iraqi 
equipment captured on the battlefield was re-fitted and made usable. 
"Otherwise, with the mullahs unable to buy arms we would hardly have been 
able to continue the war," he said. 


There is a general appreciation that the present technical as well as fighting 
capability can largely be attributed to the late Shah's personal interest in 
providing the army with the best equipment and technology. There is naturally 
also a lot of resentment of the mullahs, who are seen as having weakened and 
demoralised the army. 


"We get angry with those National Front and other people who tell European 
radio stations that our army is fighting with weapons given to us by Syria 

and Libya," the engineer said. "Assad and Kaddafi may have given us some tanks, 
but we Iranians are doing the real job." 


However, there is also a muted admission that the technical staff have done 
little to revamp the air force. The once-sophisticated radar network is no 
longer efficient and there is difficulty in servicing aircraft. 


Informed sources blame the now dead former air force commander Col. Jayad Fakoori 
for holding back the air force's technological advance. The old enmity between 
air force men and homafars (semi-civilian technical staff) also continues. Air 
force NCOs who do much of the maintenance and technical work are wary of the 
homafars, who claims to be their superiors. 


As long as Israeli-made spares kept coming in the air force was able to stay in 
action. Air force commanders are angry that the Israeli supply route was 
exposed and that no more vital parts are coming in. Many officers blame 

Russia and the Tudeh Party for exposing the Israeli deal forcing the mullahs 

to put an end to the imports from Israel. 
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The technical staff have little respect for the Iraqis and the lavish way they 
use military equipment and ammunition. "The Iraqis can afford to use their 
hardware indiscriminately because they have plenty," an army engineer said. 


"But our pasdars simply waste ammunition because they have no discipline," the 
same engineer said. Ammunition dumps belonging to the guards are often 
raided or even set on fire because of disputes. 


The army ordnance engineers fear a new plan by the mullahs may soon put the 
revolutionary guards in charge of the arms industry. Mohsen Rafigh-Doust, 
who is logistics commander of the revolutionary guards, has already taken 
over one of the army's ammunition and rifle-making factories. He plans to 
extend his control over all army supplies, he says. 
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IRAN 


MOBILIZATION ORGANIZATION ACCUSE?t OF EXCEEDING AUTHORITY 
Tehran IRAN PRESS DIGEST in English 3 Aug 82 p 11 


[Text] Intervention by various revolutionary institutions into each others 
affairs, and non-specification of their responsibilities are among the 
problems that have existed since the outset of the revolution and that also 
constitute the major issues of Mir Hossein Mousavi's government at present. 
A living example of such interventions was mentioned by Ayatollah Mahdavi 
Kani, head of the Revolutionary Committees, last week (Refer to the "Survey" ). 
He, in an explicit manner, announced that the young members of the Mobilisa- 
tion Organisation interfere in the affairs of the Rev. Committees, oust 
prayers leaders from mosques, and even say that the Committees should be 
closed down. Another example came to light in the interview of the Minister 
of Culture & Higher Education. He confirmed that there does exist rift be- 
tween universities’ managerial cadre and the University Jihad Headquarters, 
and noted: "There areplans to specify the role of the University Jihad in 
relation to the managerial system of universities, and thereafter determine 
exactly the responsibilities of university chancellors as well as those of 
other organs". 


In this regard, the Prime Minister spoke at the weekly meeting of the Islamic 
Revolutionary Institutions Coordination Council (IRICC) last week: "The in- 
stitutions have speedily expanded due to their great interest in the Revolu- 
tion and on account of their dynamism, and hence they often go beyond the 
scope of their functions. It is, therefore, essential that simultaneous 

with preserving dynamism and expansion of their activities, the extent and 
scope of their functions should also be specified. This can also be speci- 
fied initially in the Coordination Council and later in the constitution and 
set of regulations". 


The IRICC has been set up to resolve this very problem and, as already known, 
the results of its work have been satisfactory. Mir Hossein Mousavi also 
said at the meeting in connection with the future of the institutions and 
their link with the government: "With the formulation and ratification of 
institutions’ constitutions, a regulated and well-defined link would be 
brought about with the government. Later, the IRICC too would play an ac- 
tive role along side the Ministerial Council in an official capacity and more 
than before". 
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IRAN 


ROLE OF WESTERN MEDIA IN KHOMEYNI TAKEOVER DENOUNCED 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English 3 Aug 82 pp 8-10 
[Article by Teezbin] 


[Text] At least Hojatoleslam Hadi Khosrowshahi, Iran's ambassador to the 
Vatican, was honest when he appeared before the UN Human Rights Committee in 
Geneva last week. He told the delegates that he (and presumably his government) 
considered the numbers executed in Iran since the revolution as "insignificant" 
and that human rights were an "imperialist myth." 


"What on earth gives you the right to ask us any question?" he demanded. "Our 
people have decided to remain free, independent and Islamic, and not be fooled 
by the imperialist myth of human rights." 


Newspaper reports said he dismissed those executed in Iran as murderers and 
other corrupt elements and said their number was insignificant compared with 
the 150,000 who, he said, were killed during the French revolution. 


Oddly enough this argument is frequenlty used by the confused exiled Iranians 
when they want to see some good in the revolution that has driven them away 
from their homes in fear--a reflection of the hopelessness of most Iranian 
thinking in the face of adversity. Many of them were last week cheering 
Khomeini's troops on in an equally confused nationalism that ignored all the 
realities of the situation in their homeland. 


Perhaps the most preposterous part of the Khosrowshahi defence of the Khomeini 
regime's record was the contention that "if it were not for Islamic clemency 
and tolerance" many more agents of the former regime would have been executed. 


(He really meant that if they hadn't made their escape in good time there would 
have been an even bigger bloodbath!) 


"If our people--after offering 70,000 martyrs and 100,000 crippled--were the 
avenging type they ould have made rivers run with blood," he declared. 


Certainly, in normal circumstances the Iranian people are not "the avenging 


type."" It was the mullahs who made them so. And as for the figures of dead 
and injured he gave for the refolutionary period all of us who were there know 
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just what absurd exaggerations they are. Had 70,000 died and 100,000 been in- 
jured the world would by now have forgotten Ayatollah Khomeini and Mohammad 
Reza Pahlavi's regime would certainly have remained in power over a nation that 
would have received a no less salutary lesson than they have now. 





It perhaps wasn't surprising that Khosrowshahi praised the Soviets and the East 
Germans for their attitude to Iran's "revolutionary situation." For, short of 
executing them, those two governments appear to treat any dissent with the same 
enthusiastic thuggishness as does the mullahs’ regime; and like the Iranian 
public, the people of those other two states make a run for it if they find the 
exit gates will open even half an inch! 


If, perish the thought, one were to look for justification for the albeit milder 
but still absurd oppression of dissenters under the late Shah the conduct of 
many of those he held down so tightly since they did get free has shown his 
agents perhaps understood their nature better than those who pleaded for then. 
In the later years of the Shah's time, along with the economic advancement, 

the last report accepted from Iran by the Human Rights Commission showed 
definite improvements in the rights situation in the country; and the general 
mass of the people, with money and opportunity beginning to come into their 
grasp for the first time, were subject at worst to heavy bureaucratic author- 
itarianism most of the time, and rarely to violence. 


It is a strange phenomenon that Iranians who know all these things will not 
speak out when the Western media, with their profound ignorance of life in Iran 
under the previous regime and their glib acceptance of what every opportunistic 
Iranian they met told them, don't speak out themselves to defend their country. 
For they are fooling themselves if they think they are exonerated by Westerners 
of responsibility for the so widely alleged violence under the regime under which 
they lived and worked in the Shah's time. 


They know better than anyone else that not only is the Westerner's idea of how 
life was under the Shah mistaken, but their concept of an Iranian people all 
responsible and prepared for democracy was an illusion, too. In many ways, if 
you put the scale of corruption aside, there was a great deal that was benevolent 
in the Shah's system and the way the society has survived during the chaos 

since the uprising pays eloquent tribute to the progress made in the 20 years or 
so that foreigners were stopped from taking away most of Iran's oil wealth for 
their own benefit. 


Anyway, the so-called Islamic revolution would not have had a chance in hell of 
succeeding if the Shah himself had not become exaggeratedly influenced by the 
Western media and some of the foreigners he was meeting, and thus wanted to have 
himself seen as a liberal monarch who could deal with a thoroughly unsophisti- 
cated and unworldly people as if they were politically mature. "No more blood- 
shed," he said as he let his country slide into the hands of a clique of 
medievally-minded clergymen and international layabouts who soon demonstrated 
that bloodshed was just what was in their minds. His liberal-cum-leftist 
opponents played their own part in encouraging the mullahs and their thugs to 
despatch their enemies in those early days of the revolution, too, so there's 
blood on those hands that are wringing themselves in anger over Khomeini today. 
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Incidentally, the Guardian the other day printed an excerpt on Iran from Martin 
Walker's book Powers of the Press which suggested that only those two militantly 
liberal journals, the Guardian itself and Le Monde in Paris, appeared to have 
appreciated the kind of feelings expressed in the mass poetry readings and the 
attachment of Iranians to their religious leaders. 


Walker cites chapter and verse to prove his case. What he doesn't deal with 

is the fact that these two papers, who, in the opinion of many Westerners who 
spend their lives in the Third World, as well as of many of those Third World 
officials who face so many obstacles in trying to make a semblance of ordered 
life in their backward countries, often carry their liberal approach across the 
boundaries of reason, and lay themselves open to allegations of bias just as 
much as do journals of the right. 


The correspondents of the Guardian and Le Monde in Iran were there to find the 
signs of dissent and dissatisfaction because that, or so it appears to many of 
us, is what they concentrate on in countries whose regimes they do not favour. 
Other correspondents in Iran, writing for a more worldly and experienced reader- 
ship, had to try to look for more positive signs as well. 





In any country like Iran where the pockets of people were filling with money and 
young people had access for the first time to information about the rest of the 
world, it was to be expected these youngsters would search for new, more palat- 
able heroes in modern eyes than a Shah, and would start or join new movements, 
no matter how low-key or clandestine. There was, in spite of the failure of 
more liberal influences like Empress Farah to break up the mafia which controlled 
so much of the cultural world through the Ministry of Culture and Arts, a thriv- 
ing cultural renaissance beginning in Iran--a revival of traditional forms as 
well as an extensive range of \Western forms coming in. It would have been 
amazing if some movement like that inspired by Ali Shariati had not burgeoned 

in such circumstances. It posed no serious threat to the status quo at that 
stage. 


The mullah connection was different. The mullahs could raise money from all the 
nouveau riche bazaaris, who were making millions of dollars at beweildering speed 
and were feeling their feet. The new rich didn't distinguish betweer so- called 
moderate clergymen or the extremists like Khomeini. They poured their contri- 
butions into the pockets of the mullahs, who employed the leftists and the 
terrorists abroad to plan and string together the revolutionary apparatus. 
Neither mullahs, nor leftist revolutionaries nor the bazaaris themselves could 
believe their eyes when they saw the Shah, isolated from advice he would listen 
to following the death of his two trusted advisers Assadollah Alam and “anuchehr 
Eqbal, and his regime breaking apart under the pressures put on them. with 
administrations in both Washington and London that history has already shown 
were just about the most inept either of those capitals had seen since the 
second world war the Shah's last hopes of finding frie..is were gone. The intel- 
lectuals and the youngsters who made the Shah's security men so unjustifiably 
nervous and watchful ironically became the first victims of the new regime once 
it had carried out the international terrorists" dictum of the usurped regime's 
leaders down to the last man. 











With hindsight it is easy to see the Shah's big mistake in replacing as premier 
Amir Abbas Hoveyda, whose exceptional competence for an Iranian was combined 
with a remarkably shrewd understanding of his compatriots, by a typically naive 
and unworldly Third World intellectual of Jamshid Amuzegar's type. Amuzegar's 
rival, Hushang Ansary, had probably the right mixture of cunning and ability 

to manipulate the kaleidoscope of anachronistic and individualist attitudes 

that made up the key bourgeois stratum of Iran's society. Had he succeeded 
Hoveyda it is easy to imagine that he could have played off the different inter- 
ests on Hoveyda's own lines so as to keep many of the pressures at bay. 


If that had happened and the Shah's regime had survived, Walker's excerpt in 
the TIMES might not have been headed "How The Press Got It Wrong." And the 


Iranian people might not have received such a bloody lesson in the dangers of 
looking what was for the majority of them a gift horse in the mouth. 
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IRAN 


IRAN AIR FLIGHTS TO EUROPE BOOKED HEAVILY BY MULLAHS 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 82, 29 Jul 82 pp 7-8 


[Text] While ordinary Iranians are officially banned from travelling abroad, 
their country's national airline, Iran Air, is flying hundreds of mullahs 
and hezbollahis to European destinations every week. 


"If you are a mullah of the Khomeyni gang or a knife puller or a hooligan 
who would be readly to carry out Khomeyni's orders to agitate in a foreign 
country, you can go abroad at government expense," a bitter tour operator 
without customers told IPS. He claimed more people travel at state expense 
today than at the peak of such travels under the former regime. 


"Some ministers like Velayat, Moadikhah and Gharazi spend most of their time 
abroad," he said. "Some influential Majlis members and mullahs are constanily 
on the move, travelling from one country to another on supposedly official 
business. 


"In addition, every week, delegations from various revolutionary offices, com- 
posed of mullahs or their cronies, are sent abroad to organise rallies and 
demonstrations. These mullahs travel first class, stay in expensive hotels 
and spend a lot of money. But they take care to dress untidily and never 
shave their beards so people may not realise they have been abroad." 


He said the mullahs often take their wives and children on official travels. 
Their bodyguards and cronies also travel with them, but are placed in the 
tourist economy section of Iran Air planes. 


"These mullahs love to go to Europe," he said. "They relish drinking fruit juice 
and Turkish-made sweets. As soon as they board the plane they ask for pineapple 
juice, their favourite, and for halva which is a sweet popular all over the 
Middle and Near East. In Istanbul, the Iran Air staff have a special suppliers 
who supply them with Turkish sweets." 


The ban on ordinary travel came into force on the day the Iraqis attacked Iran 
in September, 1980, officially for security reasons and the need to save 
foreign exchange. But it is known that the then Prime Minister Mohammad Ali 
Rajai had planned to ban foreign travel for Iranians long before the Iraqis 
invaded. This was to be part of a plan to isolate the Iranian public from 

the outside world. 





Under the Shah foreign or domestic travel was allowed without control, except 
in the case of a few political opponents of the regime. In addition, travel 
to most communist countries was banned except for those on official business. 
Only women were restricted; they were free to travel abroad only if their 
husbands or fathers agreed. Some didn't. 
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ISRAEL 


COST OF WAR ANALYZED 
Tel Aviv HA'ARERZ in Hebrew 27 Jun 82 pp 7, 10 
[Article by Shlomo Ma‘'oz: "The Financing of the War"] 


[Text] The Yom Kippur War was to Israel what Pearl Harbor was to the United 
States. Since 1973 Israeli sensitivity to every enemy move has grown, and no 
one is about to save a few million shekels by avoiding mobilizing the reserves. 
Finance Minister Yoram Aridor says that as far as he is concerned there is no 
budgetary limitation when it comes to preventing another Yom Kippur fiasco. Any 
Sign of preparationoOn the part of the enemy prompts Israel to spend money. This 
is considered preferable to what happened in 1973, when Israel advanced its 
forces in the spring after the enemy advanced his, but sought to save $50 million 
when Egypt and Syria advanced their forces on the eve of the Yom Kippur War, and 
as a result lost the entire GNP. 


According to the estimates of senior treasury official, during the Yom Kippur 
War Israel lost $20 billion of GNP in today's prices. This was direct loss 
resulting from damage to weapons and military equipment, as well as the cost of 
ammunition and the wearing down of equipment, and the lossto the economy during 
several months of reduced production. According to these estimates, the direct 
damage to the Israeli economy fromthe war in Lebanon has reached thus far $700 
million, as well as $400 million loss of production, representing 2 percent of 
the GNP. These of course are tentative figures. The full economic loss is not 
yet known. Nor is there yet a full assessment of the price of keeping large 
forces for a long time in southern Lebanon. 


Many lessons have been learned from the Yom Kippur War. The regular army has 
been increased, the stores of ammunitions have been expanded, equipment and 
spare parts as well as fuel reserves have been augmented in recent years. The 
IDF can now operate with less reserve units so that a war like the one in 
Lebanon has less of an effect on the economy. The chief of staff disclosed in 
a newspaper interview that when Israel concentrated troops on the northern 
border during a period of military tension the economy did not feel the effect. 


The war in Lebanon is essentially different from the past war of Israel. It 

does not encompass all the Arab states, and only involves the Syrians and the 

terrorists. Israel has committed a vast force against those two. In order to 

minimize losses, Israel has used a great deal of ammunition to soften up Syrian 

and terrorist positions before attacking. This may account for the direct cost 

of $600 million. 
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Five Percent of the GNP 


Israel may lose this year 5 percent of the GNP ($1 billion out of $20 billion), 

but the treasury people hope that the loss will be less, or else it may wipe out 
the expected annual growth of the GNP. One of the arguments is that despite 

the mobilization affecting industries and businesses, there is a growth in 
productivity during wartime, since the remaining workers work harder. It is 

clear, however, that one cannot expect the mobilization of reserves over a period 
of several months not to affect the economy, but at least during the first few 
weeks the damage is not too great. According to a survey of the Ministry of 
Industry and Commerce, the industrial output is 95 percent of its normal rate, 

and exports will continue as scheduled, perhaps with additional government subsidy. 


While many industries may be able to compensate during the coming months by 
increased production and more work hours, there is no way of making up for the 
losses of the tourist industry. Tourists who did not come to Israel during the 
height of the season represent a loss that cannot be recouped later in the year. 
This loss may be compounded if Israel becomes known as a war-prone country. 


Government officials say that in this last war the IDF has shown fiscal respon- 
sibility. The military hierarchy is aware of the cost of the war and of che 
fact that a weak economy cannot sustain an army, no matter how strong. The geo- 
graphical distribution of reserve mobilization has been planned in a way that no 
one area is unduly a fected. 


The advance of the Israeli forces has been as rapid as in previous wars. This 
has an economic reason: the Israeli economy cannot sustain a long war. It is 
too early to assess the full cost of the Peace for Cai:lee campaign. But in 
terms of the Israeli economy a long war of attrition cannot be tolerated, since 
most resources are used for the war. 


According to Prof Ezra Sadan, director general of the finance ministry, Israel 
had no choice but to go to war in Lebanon, also for economic reasons. Digging 
in on the northern border and turning the whole region into a Maginot Line would 
have destroyed the Israeli economy. 


Keeping Up the Inventory 


The direct cost to Israel in this war beyond the loss of production has been the 
use of military inventory--weapons, ammunition, fuel and other equipment. The 
treasury and the defense ministry are now engaged in discussions over replenishing 
the inventory. Finance Minister Yoram Aridor has given the order not to do any- 
thing to affect the operational capability of the armed forces. Both finance 

and defense ministries who see eye to eye on the issue are looking for the best 
solution to this sensitive matter. Orders from local manufacturers will increase 
at the expense of imports. Israel has several hundred m “lion U.S. dollars of 
American aid that can be used in the domestic market. 


Another option is limiting the military imports that has grown considerably 
during the past 2 years from $1.2 billion in 1979 to $2.2 billion in 1981. 


7h 











The Finance Ministry has to take action in two areas: the balance of payments 
and the inflation. Short term action in the area of the balance of payments can 
be taken in two ways: importing capital to Israel by increased loans, or 
increasing the unilateral transfers to Israel. In 1981 Israel also showed a 
need for short term loans. Hence Israel needs immediate aid from world Jewry. 
But heipfromworld Jewry is not sufficient, since Israel depends on the U.S., 
especially now when the import of input is necessary for economic growth in 
terms of Israel's future defense needs. 


In order to fight inflation more painful steps have to be taken. It is now 
clear to all that the rate of inflation will grow and there is no sense any 
longer in talking about double-digit inflation. The finance minister has taken 
several steps designed to bring the economy back to a desirable course. But 
the treasury appears to be limited in what it can do. Raising fuel prices and 
the price of basic products by 20 percent will provide the treasury with 
additional funds, but will also raise inflationary trends. Increasing the 
added value tax may g‘ve the treasury a few billion shekels but will also 
increase the rate of inflation. 


According to Bank of Israel statistics, in 1981 the public had twice as much 
financial assets as the GNP. Most of the financial assets are index-linked or 
foreign currency-linked, or stocks that have become a better investment than the 
linked assets. Thus the rise of prices and of added value tax only makes the 
public richer as its assets grows and cannot influence over a medium term the 
shifting of resources to consumption. If the treasury increases its pressure 

of taxing public capital, there will be a greater turning to products and 
increased pressure in the direction of inflation. 


The treasury has the power to nationalize public assets, but the war is not of 
a magnitude that would justify such a radical step, that may well mean a poli- 
tical suicide. One should then expect that in order to finance the war in 
Lebanon the treasury may look for additional ways to raise indrect taxes, 
prevent overconsumption and also prevent excessive liquidity of financial 
assets by limiting the use of liquid assets. Another possibility is a cutting 
of government budgets and charging the public for government services. This 
struggle may be harder for Aridor than for the economic sectors of the public 
at large. 
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ISRAEL 


CIVILIAN SETTLERS CALL FOR MILITARY STATUS 
‘Ofra NEQUDA in Hebrew 1l Jun 82 p 2 
[Editorial: "Miracle Advisor"] 


[Text] The government's legal advisor, Prof Yitzhaq Zamir, has stated in a letter 
to Knesset Member Shevah Weiss (Labor) that the settlers of the territories who 
use weapons in self-defense will not be considered soldiers who use their weapons 
in the line of duty. The procedure for dealing with civilian use of weapons, 

the legal advisor added, will follow the usual criminal law. 


Prof Zamir's letter is not accidental, and the legal opinion is far from an 
innocent, merely stated point of law. 


A few months ago, after the attacks on Israeli vehicles in the territories 
became more frequent, several settlers had to resort to the use of arms after 
they were stopped at road blocks and stoned. The I[srael Police and the 
prosecutor accused our members with the absurd charge of premeditated murder 
and demanded that they be kept in jail until a verdict was pronounced. 


The Territories Council immediately turned to the government and to the mili- 
tary authorities and demanded an unequivocal ruling that a resident of the 
territories who is forced to use arms for self-defense and operates his weapon 
according to the rules of opening fire of the IDF and the instructions of the 
area commander, will be considered a soldier who performs his duty and will 
report his actions to the military authorities. The latter, based on their 
knowledge of the circumstances, will decide after checking the facts if the use 
of arms was justified or not, and will make their recommendations. 


While the authorities were looking into the matter (the argument in the meantime 
gained strength after the court decided that in both cases there was no basis in 
reality to the charge of premeditated murder), those who oppose the settlement 
in the territories and dislike the settlers started a campaign of defamation 
aided, as usual by the media, especially the so-called r tional media. These 
critics, spreading a blood libel (despite the fact that, as mentioned before, 
the court had found the defendants not guilty), demanded to try the defendants 
as common criminals. 


To our regret, this campaign has influenced those who should protect our right 
to self-defense and fair trial. Worse yet, the government legal advisor, in 
his stated opinion, sided, consciously or unwittingly, with those who would like 
our lives to be a free for all. 














For, according to the opinion of the legal advisor, whose decisions are auto- 
nomous, is that a resident of the territories who tries to protect his life and 
the lives of his family members against an unruly crowd is to be tried like a 
common criminal. 


M reover, while we are to pay the full price, the sins of Peace Now are taken 
more lightly. Prof Yshaya'hu Liebowitz who wrote in HA'ARETZ exhorting soldiers 
not to serve in the territories was not put on trial, nor was the paper 
castigated for such a call. A complaint presented to the legal advisor by the 
Territories Council was not even officially acknowledged. 


The Council has presented the learned legal advisor dozens of complaints about 
the breaking of the law by leftists and their followers. Nothing was done. 

In most cases there was not even a formal confirmation of the receipt of the 
complaint. 


Much to our regret we declare that we will no longer keep silent. We shall act 
on all levels, official and public, and raise our voice against the legal advi- 
sor‘s unbalanced approach. At the same time we are consulting jurists about 
ways of fighting the stern decision of Prof Zamir in his letter to MK Shevah 
Weiss. 


The Council calls on the residents who are attacked on the road to continue to 
act according to IDF commanders’ instructions and the Army's rules of opening 
fire. Any citizen who acts in this manner will receive the necessary public and 
personal backing. The Council shall never accept a situation in which the 
residents hesitate to defend themselves because they are afraid of drastic 
measures on the part of the police or the representatives of the law. 
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ISRAEL 


RESOLUTIONS OF GUSH EMUNIM CONVENTION REPORTED 
‘Ofra NEQUDA in Hebrew 11 Jun 82 p 23 
[Article: "Gush Emunim--A Plan for Renewal and Expansion"] 


[Text] Within the framework of the plan for renewal and expansion of Gush Emunin, 
it is proposed that the following units be established: 


Settlement unit. 

Immigration unit. 

Education, information and training unit. 
Youth unit. 

Manpower and recruitment unit. 

Political steering unit. 

Organization unit. 


SHU & W ND PF 


The following lines offer a rough draft for the goals of the units and their 
mode of operation. 


1. Settlement unit: 


a. The settlement unit has two main goals: establishing and expanding Gush 
Emunim settlements by strengthening Amanah--the settlement movement of Gush 
Emunim, and prompting the government and the public to increase the settlement 
throughout Israel, especially in Judea, Samaria, Gaza and the Golan Heights. 


b. As part of the program of establishing new settlements by Gush Emunim, a 
special emphasis should be placed on Gaza, the Jordan Valley, the southern part 
of Mount Hebron. These areas need strong settlements, both socially and 
spiritually, in light of the tests we are facing. 


c. At the same time the settlement in the urban areas in Judea, Samaria and 
Gaza such as Hebron, East Jerusalem and Nablus should be increased. 


d. The fiscal instruments of Amanah should be bolstered, i.e., the compensation 
fund, the purchase organization etc. 


3. The settling institutions should be worked with and prompted-the Housing 
Ministry, the Jewish Agency, the Ministry of Commerce and Industry, the Defense 
Ministry etc., in order to achieve the goal of 100,000 settlers in Judea and 
Samaria during the next 3 years by building the necessary infrastructure for 
absorbing such numbers and creating a congenial atmosphere among the public. 
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2. 


a. 





Immigration unit: 


The purpose of the immigration unit is to find ways to increase immigration 


from a few immigrants to large waves of immigration. To this end it is necessary 
to demand immigration clearly and urgently without any excuses or compromises. 
In order to achieve this goal the following methods are proposed: 


ie 


2. 


Bringing groups and communities of people who have mutual ties. 


Presenting challenges to individuals and groups in the area of settlement, 


education, development towns etc. 


3. 


4. 


Creating programs for extended visits in Israel and training on settlements. 


Forming groups of young people abroad for short military-settlement experience 


in cooperation with the IDF. 


5. 


6. 


7. 


Twinning settlements and diaspora communities. 
Forming a team of rabbis in Israel and abroad for encouraging immigration. 


Creating an atmosphere and a challenge abroad through large camp programs, 


"happenings," etc., based on the theme of immigration. 


b. 


Most of these activities must be carried out in cooperation with such 


institutions as the Jewish Agency, the Absorption Ministry etc., and youth 
Organizations like Bney'Agivah. An independent program should also be 
established (financially as well). 


Cc. 


A special team should be formed for the subject of Soviet Jewry in order to 


help free them and bring them to Israel. 


3. 


Education, information and training unit: 


Goals of the unit: 


a. 


b. 


Cc. 


d. 


Publish training manuals promoting our ideology. 
Distributing a Gush Emunim organ to the general public. 
Establishing an independent radio station. 


Publishing books and films, records and cassettes on Torah and faith, 


literature and art in the spirit of Gush Emunin. 


Ce 


- 


Publishing articles, essays etc. in journals and newspapers and other media. 


Establishing an academy for teaching Torah to the general public (possibly 


in cooperation with Meir Institute). 
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g. Establishing an academy for speakers, activists etc. (possibly with existing 
academies). 


h. Proposing curricula in this spirit in the school system and the informal 
education system. 


4. Youth unit: 

Goals: 

a. Activities among the national religious youth, educating them according to 
the values of the Torah, the land and the people in the spirit of Orot, and 


directing it toward practical goals. 


b. Reaching out to so-called secular youth in the spirit of faith and love and 
creating a bond between this youth and the religious youth. 


c. Creating training and action programs for youth. 

d. These activities should be carried out in close cooperation with the existing 
youth organizations (Bney ‘Aqivah, Ezra etc.) as well as schools, yeshivas and 
ulpans. 


5. Manpower and recruitment unit: 


Extensive activity including information, projects and presenting practical 
challenges to parts of the population we have not reached so far, including: 


a. Reaching out to development towns, to the underprivileaed and the general 
Sephardi public. 


b. Reaching out to the general intelligentsia, the scientists, students, etc. 
c. Reaching out to the agricultural settlements. 

dad. Reaching out to factory workers etc. 

6. Political steering unit: 

Goals: 


a. Act politically to help meet the goals of the other units--settlement, 
immigration etc. 


b. Influence the existing political system in the spirit of Gush Emunim and 
creating an ongoing contact in timely political questior . 


c. Formulate a political outlook based on our views, and be prepared to discuss 
key issues, such as, the borders of Israel, the Arab problem, the social and 
moral nature of the society, the ideal political system, the nature of demo- 
Cracy etc. 
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d. Cultivating a political leadership that will prepare itself to lead the 


country in the spirit of Gush Emunim. 

7. Organization unit: 

Goals: 

a. Membership, enrollment, membership dues. 

b. Contact with members, mailing information material, 
c. Organizing transportation, property, offices etc. 


d. Administrating funds, control etc. 
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ISRAEL 


EXPULSION OF DEMONSTRATORS FROM TERRITORIES PROPOSED 
‘Ofra NEQUDA in Hebrew 11 Jun 82 pp 10-11 


[Article: ""Do Not Shoot--Expel;' Every Demonstrator Is Blown Out of Proportion 
and Made a TV Star; He Resumes His Natural Size When He Reaches an Arab Country"] 


[Text] Too many people are killed in the territories by soldiers' bullets. The 
loss of human life has become a routine. One should pause, think and change 
direction. The very fact of having to open fire on demonstrators, even if they 
throw stones, is a failure for the government, for the defense minister and the 
Civilian administration. When the shooting ends, as it does from time to time, 
in death, and the t: ouble continues, the failure is complete. 


Therefore, the time has come to ask ourselves, is there no substitute to bullets, 
tear gas, sticks and collective punishments? 


The answer--the expulsion of the organizers and the inciters--is self evident. 
The successful experience of the early years afier the liberation of the terri- 
tories, when there were many strikes and more serious acts of violence than the 
present ones, is the proof. 


Jews have a proclivity of making things difficult for themselves. When they 
find a good solution for something they let go of it and look for something 
"better" to make life more difficult. It is typical of Shim'on Peres, who put 
the PLO murderers in the city halls of Judea and Samaria, to be the one who 

has given up this weapon. This author, who turned to him on this issue several 
times, was told that the expulsions were stopped out of consideration for 
Jordan. Yet the Likud government, which ostensibly rejected the Jordanian 
Option, prefers to fire at the demonstrators instead of expelling them. Let us 
take a close look at this issue. 


The first thing that becomes evident is the tremendous efficacy of this 
instrument. Kawasma and his friends have really tried hard to return to the 
"Zionist hell." Those who were expelled in the sixties .ave shown great 
willingness to leave the "Arab paradise" and return to Israel, quiet and 
obedient, after being away for years. 
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There are several reasons for this: 


a) Every demonstrator--from a school child to a mayor--as long as he is here, his 
importance is blown all out of proportion. They are all TV stars, "national 
heroes." That same person returns to his natural size, if not less, as soon as 
his feet touch the soil of an Arab country. For, among their brethren, the sons 
of the “noble Arab Nation," the Arabs of Israel are second class citizens, 
propaganda notwithstanding. 


The Photogenic Stone 


Moreover: the activists of the terrorist organization will not share their 
honor, funds and power with an expelled Arab activist. As for a common Arab 
who is expelled, who will look at him? One stone in Ramallah is more photo- 
genic and 1000 dead in Lebanon. 


b) Arab youth was raised in the Israeli greenhouse. In many respects they are 
spoiled “banana children." These pampered young people feel "oppressed" and 
"choked" since they have never experienced real oppression. 


This opportunity will be given to the beautiful children of Bir Zeit when they 
find out about the freedom of expression in the universities of Amman and 
Damascus, and the freedom of assembly in Cairo and Baghdad. When they get a 
taste of arrests without warrant and imprisonment without trial, and the mis- 
treatment in the hands of the corrupt regimes in Riyadh and the oil shaykdoms. 


c) Here Yasir ‘Arafat and George Habash are shining heroes. There the enthu- 
Siastic students will learn about the reality behind the slogans, the dissolute 
lifestyle of the "refugee leaders," the hard life, the injustice and discrimi- 
nation, oppression, murders and dark intrigues. From the perspective of the 
Arab countries they will begin to long for "occupied Palestine” and will recall 
it as a place where life is good not only materially but also humanely and 
emotionally, as rightful citizens. 


d) The expulsion achieves a clear political goal. It makes it clear to everyone 
that his actions do not advance the cause but rather set it back, jeopardizing 
the hallowed belonging. This was the teaching of Rabbi Johanan Ben Zakkai (if 
such a comparison is allowed), namely, to save the remnant, to cling to the 
soil, to create a presence. 


What will be the use of the demonstrations and the stones if all they achieve is 
the opposite of the belonging, namely, the expulsion and uprooting? Moreover, 
the word will soon get around the Arab world, the Zionists are waiting for some 
demonstrations and stones so that they may get the opportunity to carry out 
their true intention, namely, expel the Arabs. There is nothing better than 
this rumor for calming the spirits and bringing life back to its normal 

routine. 


e) Expulsion has an ongoing effect. Day after day, week, month, year after year. 
A bullet in the gun is the best deterrent. Once the bullet is fired it is no 
longer a deterrent. A dead man is not afraid. To his friends he becomes a 
Martyr who incites them for further action. 





The fate of the expelled person, however, is less dramatic. His absence, his 
letters, the news about his low state are a constant reminder that here, under 
Israeli rule and hospitality, there is something to lose. 


f) The expulsion cannot be photographed as readily as the gun, or even the club 
and the tear gas. It is well known that the genius of the terrorist organi- 
zations does not manifest itself in combat but in propaganda. Their achievements 
in that area are astounding. They have certainly won the propaganda war. 


When they send boys and girls to provoke our soldiers they put us in a no-win 
Situation. If the soldier wins, what did he win? If he loses, then stones have 
won out against guns. Can you do better than that? 


Any picture, whether taken by a friendly or an unfriendly photographer, will 
always have a negative effect, for armed soldiers chasing civilians can only lose. 


Expulsion can be done away from the cameras. By its very nature it is less 
photogenic. 


Who delays? 


It is well known that both the security and the military authorities have long 
advocated taking such a step. The politicians are not amenable. 


We would like to add three more remarks for the latter: 


First, expulsion to Jordan is not expulsion. After all, the Jordanians consider 
both the “West Bank" and the “East Bank" one country. Moreover, all of them 
have relatives in Jordan as well as friends from the same town and the same 
village. Friends, businesses. And so Jordan is not exile. 


A person who through his violent actions demonstrates that life under Zionist 
rule is unbearable to him should be transferred to that part of Jordan that is 
under Arab rule. 


As for the doctrine of the murderous organizations, according to them Jordan is 
also part of "Palestine," ergo the expulsion is not an expulsion. 


As for us, Transjordan is certainly the land of Israel. If you doubt it, look 
at the map of Jabotinsky and the emblem of the Irgun. 


We should certainly not expel anyone to Lebanon. Israel respects the sovereignty 
of that country and does not recognize the de facto rule of the PLO over much 

of that country. Most of our ministers say that Jordan is Palestine. This, then, 
is the place for those who fight for Palestinian sovereignty. 


Second, one should not be deterred by legal difficulties at the high court of 
justice. As best we know, the state has always failed when the expulsion was 
done secretly by "shooting from the hip," while skipping necessary legal steps. 











However, even if it turns out that the high court of justice is making diffi- 
culties, the problem can be resolved through legislation. If the Golan Law 
could be passed in one day, there will be a way of saving human life--both 
Jewish and Arab--through legislation, even in the Knesset. 


Third, the expelled persons will not significantly reinforce the PLO. The PLO 
does not have a manpower problem as long as it has Saudi money to buy Pakistani, 
Syrian, Libyan and even Palestinian mercenaries. 


We are not speaking about mass expulsions, but it is important that this 
measure is applied to all classes and ages. Let every student and every third 
rate politician know that the hands of Israel are not tied and that they can 
be sent across the river, to a place where they will not wave PLO flags and 
will not demonstrate and will not be seen by the camera. A few examples will 
help get the message across. 


Generous Aid 


One feels constrained to ask oneself, how many more Jews and Arabs must still 
be wounded and killed, how much more property destroyed, how much more damage 
done to Israel's tarnished image, before the soft hearted people in the govern- 
ment will realize that the killings and the insecurity in the territories are 
intolerable, and that we cannot jail hundreds and thousands, as we do not have 
the means to do it. 


Anyone who does not want our rule has the right not to have it. 


Let us help them, generously and conveniently, to move to the jurisdiction of 
an Arab government in another part of the land of Israel. 
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ISRAEL 


WEST BANKERS SAID INCREASINGLY INTRANSIGENT 
Tel Aviv ‘AL HAMISHMAR in Hebrew 30 Jun 82 p 3 
[Article by Q. Amnon: "No Panic and No Somber Atmosphere"] 


[Text] There is tense anticipation in the territories as people await the deci- 
sion in Lebanon. Strange as it may sound, there is neither panic nor a somber 

atmosphere in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. Anyone who might have expected 
that the military blow dealt the PLO would bring a movement in the territories 

"closer to Israel" will be disappointed. 


The other day I spert an evening with a group of people at an East Jerusalem 
home. The general opinion among the Palestinians was that the war in Lebanon 
and the brutal methods used by Sharon taught the Palestinians once again that 
there is no one to talk to in the Israeli government, since the latter wants 

the Palestinians to surrender, rather than reach a fair settlement. Politically, 
the war has been a fiasco for the Sharon policy, since once the smoke blows over 
and the grass grows on the graves of the dead of both sides it will turn out 
that the Palestinian problem exists in all its complexity and is even made worse 
because of the war. It turns out that as long as there are Palestinians there 
will be a Palestinian national movement, even if its heads in Beirut are mur- 
dered. This movement, in all its reincarnations--as we heard in the conver- 
sation that evening--cannot aspire to less than independence. You will be told 
over and over again on the West Bank that Sharon unleashed his cruel war against 
the Palestinians in Lebanon in order to stifle this aspiration for independence. 


In the meantime, despite the tense anticipation, political circles in the West 
Bank and Gaza are engaged in activities, albeit limited, designed to prove that 
the Palestinians in the territories have remained faithful to their demand, 
namely, the establishment of a Palestinian state in the West Bank and Gaza. 
Following the manifesto of 24 mayors in the territories, of all parties, rei- 
terating the demand to establish a Palestinian state and reaffirming loyalty to 
the PLO, all the important trade papers published this week a short manifesto 
Stating the credo of the residents of the territories. "ere is the full text: 


"We fully support the PLO, the sole legitimate representative of the Palestinian 
people in the homeland and in the diaspora, and we applaud the firm stand of the 
Palestinian and Lebanese nations against the Israeli-American plot. We condemn 
the Israeli invasion of Lebanon that has caused the death and wounding and 
dislocation of thousands of innocent Palestinians and Lebanese in the Palestinian 
refugee camps and in the villages in the mountains of Lebanon, culminating at 
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this time in the residential suburbs of West Beirut. We condemn the Arab 
governments and regimes for their conspiracy of silence and complicity with the 
invading forces and those who stand behind them and stop the initiative of 
extending help to the masses of Palestinians and Lebanese who are facing this 
conspiracy alone. We protest the aggressive American stand that conspires 
against the rights of our people, above all its right to self-determination and 
to establishing an independent state on its own land. We demand that an end be 
put to the invasion and that the invaders withdraw immediately and our people's 
rights be recognized so that it may be to establish its own state and live in 
peace and dignity like all other nations eround the world." 


This manifesto was signed by the professional associations of engineers, agrono- 
mists, dentists, pharmacists, nurses, writers, journalists, private school 
teachers, students, university administrative staff and the staff of the UN 
social welfare and employment agencies. 


The manifesto was the only important reaction to the war in Lebanon, besides, 
of course, the articles in the Palestinian Jerusalem press that condemned 
unequivocally the war and its objectives. Along with their condemnation of the 
attack the Palestinians have expressed deep regret at the helplessness of Arab 
regimes. “There will be repercussions," one person told me. "We would not 
have believed that support for the Palestinians in the Arab world would be so 
puny, but” he added, "we have to wait for the climax of the drama--the struccle 
over Beirut--before we have our say." 


Going After Students 


People in the territories these days are not oily © «.pied with politics but also 
with the business of everyday life. Now is the time of exams in the big 

schools and the universities, and we have recived many complaints about the 
Israeli authorities going after students. Students have been detained on the 
eve of the exams anc were released after the exams without any formal charges. 
Examples: 41 students in the Qadri Tuqan and the Azuz Almisri schools in 

Nablus were detained before the exams in the beginning of June, allegedly for 
taking part in the demonstrations. They were not freed until after the exams. 
on 2 June close to 200 students from the villages in the outskirts of Nablus 
were detained on their way to taking the exams and were not allowed to take 

part in them. In Hebron several students were detained while taking the 

exams and were not allowed to finish. A young man from Jenin was detained 
during the exam. This is the third consecutive year the authorities prevented 
him from taking the exams. Another young man from El Birah disappeared from 

his home during the exams so as not to be detained this time as he was in the 
past 2 years. The students said that the police came to arrest him and did not 
find him. Some 15 students from Bethlehem University were detained before the 
election for the student association. One of the detainees was elected chairman 
of the association. 


These things are now considered small annoyances compared to the terrible news 
coming to the territories. Everyone is glued to the radio day and night listening 
to the news from Lebanon. "We are living in a fateful period," one of the peor’ 
at that home in East Jerusalem said. We hope that the po.icy of force and 
arrogance fails." 
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LIBYA 


MASSIVE ACHIEVEMENTS OF REAL ESTATE BANK EXTOLLED 
Tripoli AL-ZAHF AL-AKHDAR in Arabic 19 Jul 82 p 6 


[article by Mukhtar Suwaysi_and Daww al-Shaybani: "The Real Estate Savings and 
Investment Bank up to 1982"/ 


[Text/ The housing shortage must be considered a worldwide crisis. It arises 
from the oppressive relationships which make it legitimate for man to exploit 
his fellow man and diminish his freedom by controlling his essential needs, 

such as food, clothing, transportation and housing. The freedom of people who 
live in other people's housing must be considered threatened by exploitation at 
every moment by the owners of buildings, lessors and usurpers to whom tyrannical 
laws give the right of absolute discretion to expel and dispossess families 
through rents, which must be considered the trump card in the hands of the bour- 
geois class by means of which that class exerts all forms of pressure and carries 
out all inhumane measures against tenants. 


Perhaps the fact that millions of people in the world have gone out on obscure, 
angry demonstrations against the class of bourgeois tenants who control these 
millions' freedom and happiness is the most eloquent expression of people's 
need for housing that can make them feel complete freedom and happiness, free 
from control by others. That is an expression of the permanent anxiety which 
the toiling people, whose urgent housing needs are controlled, experience. 


In the Socialist Libyan Arab People's Jamahiriyah, homes belonging to the people 
who inhabit them have been achieved through the application of the juridical 
statement in the first part of the Green Book — concerning the third worldwide 
theory, “homes for the people who inhabit them." No one should control the 
happiness and freedom of other people, and an end has been put to rents, which 
the bourgeois class would impose every month and with which it would threaten 
toiling people and their families. In the framework of the jamahiriyah's 
attention to housing, we will turn to talk about the Saving Bank and the extent 
to which it has been contributing to the housing sector a year after its estab— 
lishment. 


A Glance at the Real Estate Savings and Investment Bank 
In our conversation with him, our brother Sa'id al-Lishani, the director general 
of the bank, told us that after the section on housing was presented to the 


people's conferences at their third ordinary session of 1980, which the general 
meeting of the people's conferences, federations, unions and vocational societies 
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(the general people's assembly) formulated at its sixth ordinary session of 
3-7 January 1981, a law was drawn up establishing a Libyan joint stock company 
to be called the Real Estate Savings and Investment Bank. This would have a 
legal personality, would be subordinate to the Housing Secretariat and would 
exercise its activities in accordance with its charter in a manner that was 
not contradictory with the provisions of this law. 


The bank's headquarters are in the city of Tripoli and it may establish branches 
in the Socialist Arab People's Jamahiriyah as its activity requires by decree of 
the bank's boara of directors. 


Our brother Sa'id went on to say that this bank was established in two depart 
ments, an industrial department and a real estate department. The real estate 
department was to offer real estate loans to people with limited incomes only. 


Since there were other bodies that offered loans to citizens, such as housing 
societies, most of which complain of citizens' non-payment of loan instalments 
after the construction process is completed, because of the importance of saving 
and investment in moving the wheels of progress forward, and so that the citizen 
may feel that he has participated effectively in building his residence, does 
not feel that it is just a present given to him, and will look after it, be con- 
cerned with it and maintain it: 


Our brother Sa'id ‘aid that the bank's actual activity began on 1 June 1981, 
the date on which the acceptance of applications for citizens' loans started. 
The total applications submitted in the course of a year, that is, up to l June 
1981, came to about 30,000. The average loan was abceut 20,000 dinars, affirm 
ing that the amount required for these loans exceeie. 600 million pounds, at a 
time when the bank received only 75 million pounds during the abovementioned 
period. 


This amount covered only 12 percent of requirements. 


There is no doubt that the rate of applications increased in an unexpected 
fashion as a result of the suspension of loans, or, more accurately, the 
acceptance of loan applications that had been submitted over a number of pre~ 
vious years. 


Within the limits of its resources, the bank was managed to cover applications 
for just 4 months, that is, from June to September 1981. 


Agreement will gradually be given to the other applications on the basis of 
their priority and the resources available. 


Our brother Sa'id went on to say, "As I mentioned above, these applications 
were submitted at a very great rate, which cannot be nc-mal. In the last 2 
months the rate of applications has declined; the Real Estate Savings and 
Investment Bank estimates that the normal rate of applications is between 
12,000 and 15,000 a year, which would require an annual budget estimated at 
about 250 to 300 million Libyan dinars." 
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Our brother the bank director said that the bank's permanent fixed resources 
in ordinary circumstances should be estimated at about 120 million dinars a 
year, which requires that an equivalent amount be allotted to the bank in 
the annual conversion budget. 


If the bank is able to obtain an amount of this sort, the pileup of applications 
will drop; but, in any event, even if this condition is met, processing the large 
volume of applications that has accumulated will take more than 4 or 5 years. 


This is as far as the bank's lending activity goes. Naturally there is another 
activity, which is the construction of housing and administrative units. The 
bank now has a number of projects that are being carried out, while others are 
being contracted for; these consist of a group of residential and administrative 
buildings in all the towns and villages of the jamahiriyah. 


The bank has granted loans to agricultural cooperative societies to construct 
oilpresses and buildings for industrial services such as shops and so forth. 


The Industrial Real Estate Bank has also carried out a number of projects: 


The project for the medical cotton and bandage factory in Janzur; itscosts 
come to 6,235,359 dinars, and its goal is to provide the jamahiyah's medical 
cotton requirements. 


The Benghazi bicycle factory project; its costs come to 58,739 Libyan dinars, 
and it has the objective of covering the requirements of the local market. 


The cardboard carton factory project in al-Zahra'; its costs come to 8, 2345, 984 
[sic/ Libyan dinars and is aimed at covering the requirement of the local market. 


The perfumed soap factory project in al-Gharayan; its costs come to 2,413,150 
Libyan dinars. 


The central workshop project in Tripoli. its costs come to 5,687,329 Libyan 
dinars. In addition, there is the central workshop project in Benghazi, 
costing 5,797,329 Libyan dinars, which is aimed at providing technical services 
for various dairy products and mechanical equipment and manufacturing the ne- 
cessary spare parts for them. 


There is the plastic box and container plant project in Surman, whose costs 
come to 10.5 million Libyan dinars. This has the goal of using local raw 
materials from the Abu Kamash chemical plant and increasing the volume of 
plastic products put out in the jamahiriyah, for household use and the materials 
needed for agricultural and industrial packaging. 


Conditions for Applying for Loans 


Among the conditions the Real Estate Investment and Savings Bank has set forth 
for accepting loan applications are: 











The land, plans, and permits needed for the application must be available. 


The loan and consequently the building area must be determined in accordance 
with the family's needs. 


There are no objections to the first group of conditions that must be met in 
the application; however, the second group raises many questions and arguments 
which arise from the citizen's failure to be persuaded that the area should be 
determined. However, the bank, in determining areas, has relied on general 
housing policy and the areas the Secretariat of Housing has set out. In our 
opinion, the areas are very reasonable and are appropriate for families; it is 
not reasonable for a citizen to build a home for 10 people if the number of 
people in the family does not exceed three or four. 


Some citizens say that in 10 or 15 years their families will amount to 20 people. 
This is a fruitless argument, and a waste, loss and squandering of everyone's 
money. To say that a family will grow is not be questioned; the response 

to that is that the life of the house might be shorter than the period in which 
the family is developing and growing! This is on the one hand. On the other, 
one can plan to build a big house, a "duplex," provided that the construction 

be restricted to a portion of it, such as a floor, for instance, which will be 
enough to house the family at present; then expansion in the construction of 

the other floors and levels can be done when the family grows. 


In addition, for information's sake, the Real Estate Investment and Savings 
Bank does not in reality determine the area to be put under a roof so much as 
it determines the amount of aid offered i the applic:vion for construction 
of a house. If citizen S, for example, is given : loan to build a house of 
160 or 180 /square/ meters, that does not mean that he cannot build a "duplex" 
of 250 or 300 meters. The citizen who has the loan has the right to build any 
area he himself wants, on condition, however, that he build what he wants at 
his own expense, while the society will just meet his own needs. As regards 
the loans that the bank gives, they are adquate for building houses, because 
the bank makes annual measurements and the cost level changes according to the 
orices that prevail during construction. 


As regards the failure to accept loan applications, the bank strives earnestly 
through every means to give loans to people who have presented previous appli- 
cations, and then declares that new applications from citizens are being 
accepted; after this they are discussed individually, regardless of whether the 
person presenting the application has a limited or average income. Thus, the 
citizens are equal in the way they obtain loans, in terms of time periods and 
the monetary value of the loan. 
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QATAR 


LOCAL PRESS ON U.S.-ISRAEL COLLUSION, REAGAN REMARKS 
GF110953 Manama WAKH in Arabic U6&30 GMT 11 Aug 82 


[Excerpt] Manama, 11 Aug (WAKH)--In Qatar the newspaper AL-RAYAN deals 
editorially with the imminent withdrawal of PLO fighters from Beirut after 
the PLO has been steadfast in the face of a tyrannical force that has been 
and remains the execution instrument of U.S. plans in the Middle East. The 
newspaper says that if this withdrawal--with its implications of military 
defeat before the arrogance of power, tyranny of international collusion 
and Arab submissiveness--is achieved, it does not so much harm the honor 

of the Palestinian resistance as it disgraces all regional and international 
forces which ignored their role in deterring the aggression. The newspaper 
cautions the world's countries, active forces and efficient establishments 
about a role that the post-Beirut phase will impose on them. The Israeli 
monster has grown to the extent that it has become a permanent threat to 
international peace and security. The newspaper affirms that the world has 
One way or another contributed to the existence of this colonialist monster 
that will be a terminal cancer afflicting the whole world with the germ of 
destruction if efforts are not combined ts: extract its poisonous and sharp 
teeth, 


The newspaper AL-‘'ARAB writes about U.S. President's statement justifying the 
Israeli invasion by saying it was launched to protect Israel's northern border. 
The newspaper says: We were net surprised by the U.S. stand despite all 
claims that the United States is working to establish peace. Despite 
equivocation and placation, Washington has always been a partner in aggression, 
collusion and terrorism exercised by the Zionist enemy against the Arab 

nation and its crucial problems. The newspaper affirms that this new U.S. 
affirmation on supporting the enemy and participating in aggression is 
sufficient for all Arabs to realize the reality and goals of the U.S. stand 
and policy which are uncovered daily. What more do the Arabs need to realize 
the dangers of this U.S.-Zionist alliance and adopt a responsible stand to 
confront it? 


CsO: 4400/422 
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QATAR 


BRIEFS 


U.S. PRESSURE ON ISRAEL--Is what is happening in Lebanon a bloody U.S.-Israeli 
act to impose a new political situation whereby U.S. views can gain acceptance 
in the Middle East? Or is it the result of the accumulation of Arab divisions 
and weaknesses that have been cleverly exploited by the Zionist war machine 

to implement the great dream of containing the Arab homeland and swallowing 

it in parts? Although all the signs indicate that Zionism and the 

United States, which supports it, have a common goal, it became clear last 
Thursday--the day of the U.S. anger--that Washington is ‘capable of stopping 
the aggression aimed against Lebanon and the Palestinian resistance if it 

so desires. This fact, which some White House officials have repeatedly 
sought to deny thr ough unconvincing statements to Arab and world public 
opinion, demonstrate the extent of the U.S. involvement in the crisis which 
Lebanon and the Palestinian resistance are facing. This U.S. involvement, 
which is being confirmed daily, requires a united Arab stand and a positive 
Arab action for the Palestinian people, instead of « ividing them among Arab 
countries and slaughtering them slowly and deliberately. Collective Arab 
action can influence--as has been seen in the past--the capitals where 
decisions are made, and specifically Washington, and exercise effective 
pressure on behalf of Arab rights and in order to stop the massacre. The 
present divided and weak Arab situation has been exploited to change this 
situation politically and militarily. The Arab summit is the only appropriate 
place to respond to the U.S.-supported Israeli arrogance. [Editorial] [Text] 
[GF141258 Doha AL-RAYAH in Arabic 14 Aug 82 p 1] 
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UNITLJ ARAB EMIRATES 


GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS DIFFER ON FINANCIAL PROBLEMS 
GF141002 Manama GULF MIRROR in English 14 Aug 82 p 17 


[Text] Evidence of different opinions about the severity of the UAE's 

growing financial problems has emerged in separate statements by the 

country's minister of finance and industry, Shaykh Hamdan Ibn Rashid al-Maktun, 
and the governor of the Central Bank, Mr ‘Abd al-Malik al-Hamar. 


According to the ministry the UAE suffered a $1.2 million deficit during the 
first six months of this year--twice the original estimate. 


And in a directive sent to all federal ministries setting the guidelines for 
the preparation of development plans for inclusion in next year's budget, 
Shaykh Hamdan warned that the prospects of the present financial constraints 
being eased during fiscal 1983 were bleak. 


The directive said that even if oil prices remain at their existing level, 
the financial outlook for the coming year is unlikely to improve as oil 
production is unlikely to increase. 


The UAE cut its production by 300,000 barrels per day in April to comply with 
the production quota of 1 million barrels per day imposed by OPEC. 


The directive advised federal ministries to maintain a tight hold on their 
expenditure and to subject future projects to stringent feasibility studies. 


In contrast, Mr al-Hamar's view of the future was more optimistic. The budget 
deficit was, he said, "only temporary.” 


"Elimination of the projected deficit for this year will be aided by the 
improved price of oil. The oil glut is temporary and the continued demand 
for oil will result in improved prices." 


However, the Central Bank has ordered local banks to maintain a tight squeeze 
on lending to commercial houses in an attempt to regulate the financial 
situation. 


Mr al-Hamar said he did not see any liquidity problems for banks as a result 


of the squeeze and pointed out that the-average loans-to-adequate ration had 
improved substantially with hopes of further improvement in the near future. 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


GOVERNMENT TO SPEND DH2.5 BILLION ON NEW INVESTMENTS 
GF151111 Dubayy KHALEEJ TIMES in English 15 Aug 82 p 1 
[Article by Ahmad Hasan] 


[Text] A big increase in government investment in development projects in 
the country is indicated in the new fiscal year. 


The government is likely to spend over DH2.5 billion on new investments this 
year. More than half of the amount is to be invested in development projects 
within the country. However, nearly DH330 million of public spending by the 
government will go towards the international communications satellite project, 
one of the largest in the Third World. It is estimated that the communica- 
tions project will link up many Third World countries with the West by the 
end of this decade. 


There is another telecommunications project within the Arab world to which 
the UAE is contributing DH52.6 million. Here also the entire Arab world is 
to be linked up by means of a communications satellite. This satellite is 
to be linked up with the larger system that will become operational in the 
Third World countries. It is expected to boost multilateral exchanges 

in the fields of information, education, culture and technology. 


In the UAE itself, the government is spending more than DH6 million to improve 
telecommunications services within the country as well as links with the rest 
of the world. Emirtel will be the recipient of the allocated amount. 


An estimated 11 million dirham wili be contributed by the UAE towards the 
pan-Arab project for navigation and shipping. A large amount of this capital 
is expected to be spent on improving dry docks, and ship repairing and 
maintenance services. 


Another pan-Arab project involving the development of a tanker fleet for the 
transportation of crude and refined oil will also rec.ive more than 

DH2.5 billion from the UAE. The Organisation of Arab Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OAPEC), is supervising both projects. 
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On the domestic front, the government is to spend DH650 million on the 
development of real estate this year. More than DH1.2 billion have been 
earmarked for developing productive industrial and agricultural sectors. 


The government's contribution towards the development of real estate bank. 


The real estate bank, with a prescribed capital of DH2 billion, is expected 


to become operational soon. A large part of the investments are likely 
to be made in the northern emirates. 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


ARAB REGIMES SAID CARRYING OUT ISRAEL'S ORDERS 
GF131315 Al-Shariqah AL-KHALIJ in Arabic 13 Aug 82 pl 
[Editorial: "The Enemy ‘Orders’ and Regimes 'Implement'"] 


[Text] The enemy began to dictate his conditions to Arab governments one 
after another after the Zionist invasion of Lebanon. His leaders thus 
revealed more expansionist and aggressive intentions outside Lebanon and 
regimes accepted these conditions directly or through the United States. 


The enemy said he would sign a "peace treaty" with Lebanon and would not 
tolerate any Palestinian in Lebanon. Then Arab regimes began to compete 
to "host" the commandos. The enemy said he would sign a peace treaty with 
Lebanon as a prelude to similar treaties with a number of other Arab 
countries, and Arab governments awakened from their s‘eep and actively 
moved to hold a new Arab summit which would confirm an Arab peace plan. 


The enemy even insists on knowing the names of fighters who will depart 
Beirut and which Arab countries will "host" them. It is an open move to 
involve these countries in the political "results" of this grave move. 

No responsible Arab reply has been made to Israel and the United States. 
This move seems to be more than "hosting" a specific number of Palestinian 
fighters. It means the beginning of an indirect "understanding" with the 
Israeli enemy on the PLO's future, a future which the enemy wants to “erase” 
from the map of the Middle East, as enemy leaders said the day before 
yesterday. 


At a time when all this Arab retreat is underway and when Lebanese officials 


announced that the enemy will stay in Lebanon, the Zionist enemy is completing 


his criminal plot to destroy Beirut, kill peaceful and defenseless people, 
and slay the honorable fighters who are defending what is left of Arab 
dignity, as in yesterday's bloody massacre. 


Why do Arab governments "host" the commandos and not ove to save Lebanon? 
Begin openly and clearly admitted yesterday that Arab armies are well armed 
and that they are protected by petrodollars. However, Begin seems to know 
more than Arab citizens about the decision of the regimes not to confront 
his invading forces. Why, then, do the Arabs remain silent and kneel before 
Israel and the United States in the disgraceful manner we have seen and felt 
over the past 2 months? 


CSO: 4400/423 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


MYTH OF ISRAELI SUPERIORITY ASSAILED 
GF110700 Dubayy AL-BAYAN in Arabic 9 Aug 82 p 1 
[Editorial: "Positive Aspects That Should Be Strategically Used"] 


[Text] We wish that decisionmaking in the Arab world who have not agreed 
to hold the summit conference would make use of the two following very 
important positive aspects resulting from the Beirut battle which is nearly 
60 days old. 


The first positive aspect is the shattering of the myth of Israeli military 
superiority and the destruction of the legend of Ari‘el Sharon created during 
the television opening during 1973 [Deverswar opening on Suez Canal front] 
which would have led to a total Israeli defeat had it not been fcr the 
intricacies at that time. 


Israeli forces succeeded in reaching Beirut and tightened the siege around 
its western part. They used all their military superiority, vented all their 
rancor, violated all values, morality and human principles, used all types 
of modern U.S. weapons including internationally banned ones such as 
phosphorous and cluster bombs, cut off water, power ard provisions from 
all the besieged inhabitants, and tried hard to occu” the besieged area, 
using hundreds of tanks, warplanes and guns and scores of naval units 
dropping thousands of bombs in the hope of forcing a breach through which 
the troops could advance. However, they failed to occupy this small 
besieged area due to the will of fighters who do not possess warplanes, 
tanks or barges. 


Where, then, is the myth of this Israeli army with all its superiority 
through the most advanced arms and where is Sharon's legend? 


The myths fell despite everything that will take place during the coming 
days. What kind of an army is this which is superior but unable to occupy 
half of a city that is besieged by land, sea and air? 





Is this not a positive aspect with great meaning and significance in the 
fateful struggle in this vital area of the world? 


The second positive aspect emerges from the international stand. Almost 
the entire world opposed the Israeli aggression, denounced it and was 
disgusted with its barbaric practices. The world has never before adopted 

ich a collective stand toward any cause. This is the maximum the world 
can give in light of the current international situation. This is the 
first time in the history of the Arab cause that such a stand has been 
adopted. 


This means--and that is what we must conclude and make use of--that we must 
depend on our own capacities to regain our rights and defend our homeland. 
This "friend" cannot fight our war, nor can that "friend" regain our rights. 
The entire world cannot regain an inch of our occupied land or bring one 
refugee back to his usurped homeland. 


We put these two positive aspects with all their meanings and indications in 
front of those who have the Arab decision, not for their information or 
knowledge, but as a basis for an Arab strategy. This strategy must be adopted 
in light of what can be learned from the experience of these hard days the 
Arab nation is experiencing in the absence of Arab solidarity capable of 

using all available potentials and of practicing an efficient will. 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


ARABS URGED TO SAFEGUARD INTERESTS 
GF091921 Dubayy AL-BAYAN in Arabic 8 Aug 82 p 1 
[Editorial: "Yet Another Veto--When Will We Learn?"] 


[Text] We hope that the latest U.S. veto will be adequately convincing 
enough for everyone who wagered on the possibility that U.S. policy will 
become less biased, and indeed it would collude less with the Israeli enemy. 
We hope it will be decisive proof to be added to hundreds of other such 
evidence that any change expected in this regard will go no further than 
words that are said here and statements made there for the same of 
consumption--words and statements that vanish at the first attempt to put 
such utterances into practice, words and statements that are useless and 
only fool the naive and those who like to swim in the sea of American 
illusion despite all the sharks and whales. 


We do not say this to provoke indignation at U.S. policy and policymakers, but 
what we hope is that everyone will realize the extent of the actual link 
between the objectives of the Zionist enemy and U.S. strategy in this part 

of the world. We hope everyone will realize how the enemies of the Arab 
world hold on to every minute detail of their tactics and strategy, and 

how they are not prepared in the least to change the smallest detail that 
could affect this strategy for the unforseeahle future. On the contrary, 
they are prepared to totally disregard other interests that may appear to 

be more important--even though this may lead to sharp differences between 

the United States and its allies that threaten the entire Westerr alliance, 
and even though the result may be that the U.S. image in world public opinion 
becomes uglier, with the United States seen standing alone giving practical 
support for the Israeli massacre in Lebanon, a massacre which even some 
Israelis find abhorrent. 


However, what hurts most and makes one more desperate, is that our stand in 
the face of the enemy's excessive insistence on holding onto every small 
detail of its scheme that is aimed at our very survival is equally excessive 
in ignoring the enormity of the danger that is threatening us--to the extent 
that we have so far been unable to meet together to discuss the matter 

and find a way to protect our future. 
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The starting point is that no one can or wants to rescue a sinking ship 
as long as all those who are aboard it are oblivious to the threat that 
is awaiting them, and every sailor is moving in every direction except 
the correct one--and that is to join with the others to save the ship 
and those who are on it from the pirates, the storms and the sharks. 
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